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PREFACE. 



^pHE election of grace is generally admitted to be one of the 
■^ most abstruse doctrines of holy writ. The passages relat- 
ing thereto are given for the most part with little explanation. 
The diction employed in them» belonging to times and 
habits of thought widely different from our own, is often to 
us full of ambiguity. And it so happens, that the human 
mind often finds its greatest pleasure in the places hardest 
to be understood, brings them forward on all occasions, and 
forces them into every discussion of either creed or rite. 
The author was hence led to inquire, with all humility, into 
their meaning, and by a comparison of things spiritual with 
spiritual to endeavour to make out what, in respect to man, 
we are to understand by them. There may be some who 
would kindly warn us that our subject is scarcely an open 
question, is ' far above out of our sight/ is forbidden ground 
by no mortal foot to be trodden ; that to pry into mysteries 
so exalted is presumptuous, is even dangerous to minds not 
of the firmest texture and most mature convictions. To such 
friendly caution it may be sufficient to reply, that whatever 
presumption or danger there may be in the effort, lies not in 
the investigation, but in the temper with which it is under- 
taken and ccurried on. By the Great Teacher we are in- 
structed to ' search the Scriptures;' and by the disciple whom 
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he loTed, to ' believe not every spirit^ but to try the spirits 
whether they be of God, because many &lse prophets are 
gone out into the world.' We may, therefore, without offence 
or peril, 'prove all things,' so that we be carefol, with 
God's aid, * to hold fi»t that which is good;' to ' do (inten* 
tionally) nothing against the tmth but for the truth;' to 
'speak (what we believe to be) the truth in love.' And 
since it has been our aim to simplify the subject^ to divest 
it of all extraneous matter, to adhere closely to the Scrip- 
tures; not only to form opinions, but to state the grounds 
on which they are formed; and, above all, to avoid any 
comment on such parts of God's work in election as are not 
revealed, we may perhaps have been enabled to escape some 
of the obstacles that must otherwise have impeded our course. 
Under this authority, and on these principles, the inquiry has 
been attempted, in a spirit not of controversy, but of patient 
research; and with a view to brotherly agreement among all 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and to that 
peaceful union of mind and heart which, in the Beformed 
and Protestant Churches, was never more desirable than at 
the present hour. The result is in the reader s hands, and, 
so fieur as it accords with the written word, the only sure rule 
of fJEUth, is commended to his attentive consideration. 
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T)Y the election of grace, we understand Grod's choice of 
men, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
spiritual privileges. So far there is no difficulty. But as 
no definite account is given by inspiration of God, of the 
privileges intended, doubts are entertained of their nature 
and extent. To remove or lessen these doubts, is the object 
of our investigation. Warm have been the disputes entered 
into, and numberless the books written upon this subject; 
but ' the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God,' 
and for the present writer, there is but one Book possessed 
of any authority in such discussions, and to the test of 
which he wishes to submit all his reasonings. 

To learn what we may of the election of grace, as set forth 
in the Scriptures, and of what nature and extent is the 
blessing conveyed by it, we must begin with going back to 
the earliest ages, and the first communications of the 
Almighty with his creatures recorded by the lawgiver of 
Israel. 

B 
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THE PENTATEUCH OE FIVE BOOKS OP MOSES. 

* Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father s house, 
into a land that I will shew thee. And I will make of thee 
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great, and thou shalt be a blessing. And I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee, and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.' ' And when Abram 
was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God, walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between 
me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And I 
will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy 
seed after thee in their generations, for an everlasting cove- 
nant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee; and 
I will be their God. Thou shalt keep my covenant there- 
fore, thou and tliy seed after thee in their generations.' Li 
these passages^ we see the. original traces of that electing 
grace of God, whereby Abraham and his descendants were 
distinguished. We see, too, the moral intention with which 
it was of God conferred upon them, namely, that they should 
^ walk before him and be perfect;* in other words, * that they 
should be holy, and without blame before him in love.' 

About four hundred years afterwards, said the Lord to 
Moses, ' Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell 
the people of Israel, Te have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey 
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my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then shall ye be a 
pecnliar treasure unto me above all people; for aU the earth 
is mine. And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation.' * For thou art an holy people unto the 
Lord thy God. The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be 
a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon 
the face of the earth. The Lord did not set his love upon 
you, because ye were more in number than any people, for 
ye were the fewest of all people; but because the Lord loved 
you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn 
unto your fathers. Enow therefore, that the Lord thy God, 
he is God, the faithftil God, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him, and keep his commandments, 
to a thousand generations; and repayeththem that hate him 
to their face, to destroy them.' ' Therefore thou shalt keep 
the commandments of the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, and to fear him.' ' And it shall be, if thou do at all 
forget the Lord thy Gt>d, and walk after otiber gods, and 
serve them, and worship them, I testify against you this day, 
that ye shall surely perish. As the nations which the Lord 
destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish, because ye 
would not be obedient unto the voice of the Lord your Gt>d.' 
* Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; 
a blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord your 
God, and a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God.* 

There was, dierefore, an election of grace under the Old 
Testament. * The Father of lights, with whom is no varia- 
bleness neither shadow of turning,' had chosen the Israelites 
to be a peculiar treasure, a special people unto himself above 
all people that were upon the face of the earth, a kingdom 
of priests, an holy nation; had made them the depositaries 

B 2 
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of his revealed will; had appointed that from them ' the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made;' had admitted 
them into covenant with him; had therein imposed upon 
them duties, and on their discharge of these had suspended 
the continuance of his mercies. ' The Lord, the faithfdl 
God, keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him, 
and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations; 
hut repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy 
them. The services and responsibilities which the choice of 
God laid upon them, could neither be misconstrued nor 
denied. ' If they would obey his voice indeed, and keep his 
covenant, then should they be a peculiar treasure unto him 
above all people;' ' but if they did at all forget the Lord their 
God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship 
them, they should surely perish.' Such was the election 
with which they as a nation were favoured, an election, in 
the mind and disposition towards them of Him who changeth 
not, irreversible; but which, being of mere grace and favour 
in God, and therefore imposing obligations on man, they, 
or any one or more of them, although generally * the people 
of his pasture and sheep of his hand,' might, as it should 
seem, by their forgetfiilness of him and disobedience to his 
voice, divert from them. 

For anything that appears on the £Eu;e of these statements, 
the effect of God's election on those who were favoured with 
it, would seem to have depended under Him on their use or 
abuse of the privileges which it conferred. The perpetuity 
of his love and care is annexed to the one, and his sore dis- 
pleasure to the other; and the whole current of the history 
of this people confirms the view thus given. Whatever the 
providence of God may, ' if they abide not in unbelief,' yet 
have in store for them, their casting away as a nation. 
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from the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Bomans 
to the present day, will be disputed by few beside them- 
selves. 

We now turn from the Old to the New Testament. Here 
also we meet with an election of grace, made mention of by 
the evangelists, and alluded to in various places, but set forth 
at greater length by St. Peter in his two epistles, and by St. 
Paul in five of his. These I purpose to examine, with re- 
ferences to certain others of the latter apostle, in order to 
ascertain, so far as with God's blessing we may, what were 
the sentiments of these chief servants of the Lord Jesus on 
the topic under consideration. The subject, be it ever borne 
in mind, is lofty and mysterious, and concerning as it does 
the counsels of the Omnipotent and Incomprehensible, 
' dwelling in light which no man can approach unto, whom 
no man hath seen or can see,' is to be adverted to with reve- 
rence and godly fear; and after our closest researches may, 
from the want of perspicuous information, from the obscurity 
of the language in which it has been delivered to us, or 
through the blindness, or prejudices, or some other weakness 
of our fallen nature, be but imperfectly apprehended. The 
truth, however, if it be at all within our reach, amid the 
endless discrepancies of human opinion, can only be drawn 
from the eternal fountains. ' To the law, then, and to the 
testimony: if men speak not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them.' 
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THE FIB8T EPIBTLE GENERAL 09 PETER. 

Wk begin with Sk Pelcr, as one of ihe Loid s poaonal 
liiiMMpl^ frnm ihft liggmning an ftyp and ear- vitnoss (tf what- 
ever had been diMie or said, and a fiaihidl repfater of Ihe 
inslniclions which he had leoeiTed. 

' Peter, an i^oetle of Jeaoa Christy to Ihe amngeiB scat- 
tered thion^ont Pontns, Galatia^ Cappadoda, Asi% and 
Bithynia, elect aooording to Ihe fixie-knowledge of God the 
Father^ Ihion^ sanctificatian of Ihe Spiiit» unto obedience 
and qirinkling of Ihe blood of Jesos Christ; grace onto yon 
and peace be mult^lied.' 

The peraons then to whom St. Peter writes, were elecl, 
and by him wero given to nndeffstand ihat Ihey weie so. 

The Jews^ confident of iheir own election, denied that 
privil^^ to all others. It was thanefiae expedient that the 
£ftct here stated should be distinctly and positively annoonced 
at the commencement of the ej^stle, ^ prevent any miscon- 
ception of what might otherwise prove a source of debate 
and diwmion. There accordingly we find it, unsi^pQitBd 
by argoment, and of iqpostolical authority alone, to which 
every unbiassed and well-disposed mind would yield awilling 
submission. The Galatians and those of Asia, iit particular, 
might have previously learned the same firom St. Paul by 
oral communication. It is not improbable that such was 
the case. This may be inferred fiom the introduction of 
the term without note or comment It was in aU likelihood 
of fiequ^it occurrence, and well understood by aU parties. 
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Their election is said to be ' aooording to the foreknow 
ledge of Gk)d the Father/ 

Now though there is nothing in our minds answering to 
the faculty of fore-knowledge, which the Omniscient by Isaiah 
claims as being of Himself alone, and of .which we are 
altogether incapable, it would appear to be a property of 
the Supreme Intelligence, indispensable to the creation, 
preservation, and government of all things and ail men. 
What is here in part meant by it, may perhaps be in some 
measure elucidated by what took place at that first Council 
of the Church, called to consider, whether with regard to 
the converted Gentiles, of which description of persons they 
to whom this epistle was written seem chiefly to have 
consisted, * it was needful to circumcise them, and to com- 
mand them to keep the law of Moses/ On this, by far the 
most important question of the time, what St. Peter himself 
said had stilled the much disputing, and had been otherwise 
favourably received at the meeting: * Men and brethren; ye 
know how that a good while ago Grod made choice among 
us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of 
the gospel and believe. And God which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witness, g|ving them the Holy Ghost, even as he 
did unto us, and put no difference between us and them, 
purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt 
ye Gt>d, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear ? Then all the 
multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and 
Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by them. And after they had held 
their peace, James answered saying, Men and brethren, 
hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the 
first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for 
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his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets^ as 
it is written^ After this I will return^ and will build agaiil 
the tabernacle of David which is fallen down, and I will 
build again the ruins thereof; and I will set it up; that the 
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen- 
tiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who 
doeth all these things. Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world.' He then delivers his 
sentence on the point under adjudication. 

St. Peter had been employed to carry the gospel to Cor- 
nelius and his kinsmen and near Mends, whose hearts were 
known to God. By St. James, the fore-knowledge of God 
is expressly spoken of in apphcation to their call &om among 
the Gentiles, and made to rest, not upon any assumed illu- 
mination of the mind of the speaker, but upon the words of 
the prophets, corroborated as they were by miracles, and the 
diffusion of gospel Ught far and wide. And ' according to 
this fore-knowledge,' the holy apostle, who could not have 
forgotten what had passed on that memorable occasion, 
addresses the converts from among the Gentiles to whom he 
wrote, as ' elect of God,' ' taken out (as the phrase is here 
interpreted) a people for his name.' In confirmation whereof 
we may observe, that his thoughts at the time of writing 
were eLenUy running in the same channel with those of 
St. James at the Council. For having spoken of them, in 
the ninth verse of his first chapter, as ' receiving the end of 
their faith, even the salvation of their souls,' he thus goes 
on: ^Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and 
searched diUgently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you; searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
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that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not 
unto themselves, but onto us, they did minister the things 
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached 
the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into/ 

But though this reference to the prophets, and the Council 
at Jerusalem, may throw some light on the subject before 
us, we must not overlook either the peculiar sense put by 
the Hebrew scriptures, and thence transferred to the Greek, 
upon God's knowledge and therefore upon his fore-knowledge 
of a people, or the reason in one important instance assigned 
for the selection made. As where the Lord is said by the 
Psalmist to 'know (that is, to. approve) the way of the 
righteous/ And where the Almighty says by Hosea, ' I am 
the Lord thy God (that brought thee) from the land of 
Egypt, and thou shalt know (look up to and worship) no 
God but me;' and *I did know (nourish and protect) thee 
in the wilderness, in the land of great drought/ And where 
it is denounced by Amos, as the word of the Lord to the 
children of Israel, ' you only have I known (distinguished 
by my favour) of all the families of the earth, therefore I 
will punish you for all y6ur iniquities.' In this sense it is 
that the Redeemer himself uses. the term, where he says, ' I 
know (love and take care of) my sheep, and am known 
(beloved and followed) of mine;- and ' I never knew (never 
recognised as my disciples, never approved) you: depart 
from me, all ye that work iniquity/ His apostle also, ' That 
which I do, I know (approve) not; ..... but what I hate, 
that do 1/ * We beseech you, brethren, to know (give heed 
to and esteem) them that labour among you;' and ^The 
Lord knoweth (hath pleasure in) them that are his.' So 
that if to know be to approve a people, to fore-know is to 
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fore-approye tfaem: and when election is said to have taken 
place ^ according to the fore-knowledge of God,' as it is here, 
the statement may warrantably be understood to express the 
regard of the Almighty for the people chosen. The choice 
is always represented as a blessings and solemnly to assign 
to it no loaprer or later origin than Ood's fore-knowledge from 
the beginning, is to magnify the same above measure^ and to 
eommend it to all acceptance. While with req^ect to the 
first and great example of this distinctian, the federal head 
of the chosen, an example frequently cited or referred to by 
both the Saviour and his apostlesy we read: ' And the Lord 
said. Shall I hide from Abraham the thing which I do; 
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in 
him ? For I know him, that he will commimd his children 
fmd his housdiold after him, and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord, to do justice and judgment^ that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.' The 
ground of the preference of Abraham and of his diildren and 
household after him, is here expressly stated. It is laid in 
God s knowledge of what he was, and fore-knowledge of what 
he would do, and of the way of the Lord, the justice and 
judgment that would ensue. Though the kindness shown, 
was solely of the grace of God, who oweth no account of his 
motives to any of his creatures, it here proceeded on con- 
siderations of fitness in the chosen; and the like reason may 
hence be conceived to have wdight with the Lnmutable in 
determining the times, countries^ and agents of his later 
mercifal interporitions. Of the same patriarch, it is after^ 
wards said: 'By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son, that in blessing I will bless thee. 
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and in diuiltiplyiiig I will multiply thy seed as the stars of 
the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea-shoire; 
and thy seisd shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth he blessed, because' 
thou hast obeyed my voice/ 

The words that follow, * through sanctification of the 
Spirit unto obedience, and'spdnkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ,' point out both the spiritual agency of the Holy 
Ghost, sanctifykig them unto obedience, and the material 
mean of their reconciliation to God, the blood of Christ, 
whom ' God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood;' whereby their election, previously existing in 
the Eternal Mind, had been carried into act and made 
effectual. 

No additional remark on the commencement of the epistle 
offers itself, but that the election is ascribed to the Father, 
and to the Spirit, and to Jesus Christ, even as the rite of 
baptism is administered in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. This combined action of 
the Creator, Bedeemer, and Sanctifier, appears to be alike 
appropriate to election, and to the sacrament of admission 
into the New Covenant; to the first conception of Chris- 
tianity in the Divine Mind, and to the first act wherein 
ordinarily its privileges are conferred. ' The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost,' invest the election equally with the 
admission of the chosen, ^th a pecuUar dignity, and seem 
to indicate some connection between them. 

What then were they to understand by the election where- 
with they were said to have been favoured, as it concerned 
themselves ? Were they to look upon it as a predestiiQation 
to holiness and eternal life, secured to them against all 
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chance or change; or as a fore-appointment to a new and 
spiritual relation to the High and Holy One, which, duly 
improved under His continual aid, would issue in holiness 
and eternal life? This is our Inquiry. Let the answer be 
sought where only it can be found. 

The apostle's immediate purposes in writing to this scat- 
tered flock appear to have been two; to the one or the other 
of which every paragraph in the sister-epistles may, if I 
mistake not, be shown to relate, and whereby the probable 
intention of every sentence may be learned. These were to 
support them under the troubles to which their profession of 
the faith of Christ might expose them, and to fiimish them 
with a written and permanent explication of the faith, as a 
mean of testiug the soundness of any religious opinions of 
their own, or of any doctrines that might reach them from 
other quarters. And both these he labours to effect, in 
order to their steadfast adherence to the faith in all its ful- 
ness, as by his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ, so 
by reasoning and argument founded upon known facts, in 
the ordinary way of human instruction. 

With regard to their troubles, he draws their attention to 
the circumstance that, although for a season in heaviness 
through manifold temptations, they were enabled greatiy 
to rejoice therein, in the present support of God's Spirit 
acting upon their hearts, and in the prospect held out to 
them of a future recompence. To strengthen their patience, 
he suggests to them that sufferings might be needful for 
their purification, like that of gold in the furnace, and for 
the increase of their final felicity. He reminds them of the 
love they had felt for their unseen Saviour, 'in whom 
believing, although unseen, they rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.' He teaches them that the grace 
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which had come upon them, had been the theme of prophecy, 
understood at the time not even by the prophets themselves, 
but now by the gospel openly disclosed to men and angels. 
To inform and rectify their faith, he instructs them that they 
had ' been bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for 
ever;' that, in like manner, they 'were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from their vain con- 
versation received by tradition from their fathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot.' Such are some of the alleged grounds of 
reliance, in the anticipation of which he had begun by say- 
ing : * Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation, rpady to be revealed in the last time.' 

By this beautiful and most instructive passage we are 
taught, that the prerogative, to which, under their election 
of God, they had been begotten again, was a lively hope, & 
hope built upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ from th% 
dead, at once the principal fact and basis of the chief doc- 
trine of the gospel, on the evidence of which, together with 
that of the long series of predictions, the gospel itself so 
much depends for its reception; that there is an incor-. 
ruptible inheritance reserved in heaven for them who, weak 
in themselves, are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation; and that this salvation, now concealed from 
sight, is ready to be revealed in the last time, namely, * at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ.' 
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. ' Wherefore (adds the apostle) gird np the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end, for the grace that is to 
be bronght unto yon at the revelation of Jesns Christ.' The 
charge is directed to them all, both generally and severally. 
He farther nrges npon them abstinence from the former 
lasts in their ignorance, and holiness in all mani^er of con- 
versation; and appealing not to their expectations only, 
bat to their apprehensions also, says: 'If ye call on the 
Father, who without jespect of persons jndgeth according to 
every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in 
fear.' And having, by way of caution, alluded to certain 
'which should stumble at the word, being disobedient,' he 
resumes his appeal to the obedient disciples, in words which 
strongly imply the similarity (in kind, though not in extent 
of benefit) of their election to that of the Israelites of old. 
' But'ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesdiood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light; which in time past were not a people, but 
are now the people of God : which had not obtainedmercy, but 
now have obtained mercy.' This admission of them into the 
number of God's people, and to the means of grace and spiritual 
advancement to be thenceforward by them enjoyed, would by 
the apostle's own showing seem to be the fruits of their ' elec- 
tion according to the fore-knowledge of God.' ' Known unto 
God are all his works fit)m the beginning of the world.' The 
calling of the Gentiles was one of the works that had from the 
beginning been pre-ordained in the eternal counsel. They to 
whom the gospel was sent, and by whom it was received, 
now stood in the same relation to the Almighty with his 
ancient people. What else could they, or can we, legiti« 
mately gather from this application to them of the same 
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terms that by their lawgiver had been applied to the 
Igraelites? And with the same intention too, for if the 
Israelites were ' to ke^ the commandmMits of the Lord 
their God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him/ so also 
were they to * shew forth the praises of him who had called 
ihem out of darkness into his marvellous light.' The sal- 
yati<m to which they -weee by the i^ostie exhorted to look 
forward, was attainable solely through God's mercy in 
inspiring the motives to good works, and enabling them 
to persevere in the same, a service on their part which, 
rendered to the Lord and not to men, is the infallible and 
requisite criterion of the truly Ohristian character. Had 
they been taught to regard this prize of the high calling, as 
by the electing grace of God indefeasibly secured to them, 
they could neither have hoped to gain nor feared to lose it, 
both which are enjoined upon them. The inference is that 
they were not so taught; and ftirther, that the ultimate 
int^ations of the Almighty towards ihem, individually and 
perscmally, how determinate soever in the divine fore-know- 
ledge, .were to themselves unknown* 

The choice ^oken of is affirmed of every one of their 
number, no intimation being given of any preference or dis- 
tinction among them, biit indeed with an express atowal^ 
that God, without respect of persons, judgeth according to 
every man's work. Whence, upon the ordinary principles of 
human discernment, it might reasonably seem to have been, 
as reported to them, a general blessing, common, through 
Grod s goodness, to them ^ and of which every one of them 
might avail himself. But this at the least is certain, that, 
according to the apostle's representation, what the mention 
of it was intended to convey to their minds was, not the 
assurance, but the lively hope of the incorruptible inheri- 
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tance. Sach an inheritance there is through God's mercy 
in Christ, and to which every humble and penitent believer 
in Christ is invited and urged to look forward. But it is 
with hope only, a hope that we trust will not make ashamed; 
which, however, at its highest elevation falls far below per- 
fect security. Otherwise it would, like perfect love, cast out 
fear, which in the apostle's mind it did not, nor was meant 
to do, nor ever could do without losing its nature, whereto 
some degree of diffidence and uncertainty is indispensable. 

The grace of election, then, as set forth by St. Peter in 
his first epistle, would not appear to have of itself 'sealed' 
the strangers and sojourners scattered through Fontus and 
the neighbouring countries irrevocably 'unto the day of 
redemption.' We see therein words and arguments of high 
encouragement to them all, but no intimation given of the 
certainty of acceptance to any one of them. They had by him 
been pronounced ' elect according to the fore-knowledge of 
Grod;' and such they were in having been favoured, if to no, 
greater extent, with the disclosure of God's word and will, 
with the means of grace, and with the hope of glory. But 
though the apostle had stated this respecting them, they 
could derive to themselves no comfort from it, otherwise 
than as they cherished in their hearts, and exemplified in 
their lives, the disposition to repent and believe demanded 
by their Christian profession. And unless that was, or 
became, such as would stand the test of examination by the 
rule of God's commandments, no frurther proof would be 
wanted that, whatever might have been thought or said of 
them, they were not of those who should be heirs of salva- 
tion. The blessed God had by his ministers made himself 
known unto them, had revealed unto them his Son, had 
offered to them eternal life in and through him. They had 
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been the subjects of a spiritual influence. Under this 
influence they had gladly received the word. With purpose 
of heart they had turned, and hitherto had adhered unto the 
Lord* Believing in the unseen Saviour, though Sot a season 
in heaviness through manifold temptations, they had found 
peace and joy in believing. They nevertheless still had to 
* gird up the loins of their mind, to be sober, and hope to the 
end for the grace that was to be brought unto them at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ;' to depend, not on themselves, 
not on any work or desert of their own, but on God, who 
alone could ' kee^ them by his power through faith unto 
salvation.' Looking onward to the impartial judgment of the 
great day, they still had to ' pass the time of their sojourning 
here in fear;' as ' obedient children, not fashioning them- 
selves according to the former lusts in their ignorance, but 
as he which had called them is holy, so to be holy in all 
manner of conversation.' Every admonition given them, every 
incitement to persevere, every allusion to the faithless and 
disobedient, every suggested reminiscence of their uncon- 
verted state when they 'were as sheep going astray,' and 
every argument, such as the express appeal to the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, in support of their faith, 
would, as it should seem, appear to them on a just and 
reasonable estimate to bear witness that, how great soever 
were their advantages, their final rest with God was not so 
certain but that it might through unbelief be lost; that as 
yet they were not, but still had in the strength of the Lord 
to labour that they might be, unchangeably and for ever 
accepted of him. 

What then says the second epistle, conceived in the same 
affectionate and holy spirit, and breathing in parts a yet 
loftier inspiration ? 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER. 

They who before were * elect/ the writer himself being of 
the number, for he uses the pronouns us and you indi£fe- 
rently in speaking of both grants and duties, are here 
addressed as * having obtained like precious faith with us.' 
They are designated by the grace of ^ election according to 
the fore-knowledge of God the Father, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ,' in the one case, and by ' the gift of 
faith through the righteousness of God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ,' in the other; and they are the same persons. 
It might be going too far to conclude on such evidence that 
the expressions of being elect, and having obtained faith, are 
synonymous, and different phrases for describing the same 
people; but the two passages, placed as they are at the 
openings of the two epistles, unquestionably appear to imply 
as much, especially as, in the latter instance, calling and 
election are shortly afterwards brought in, and that in a way 
which demands attentive notice. 

On the persons written to had been conferred ' all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness.' * Exceeding great and 
precious promises had been given unto them,' that by these 
they might be led on to make more rapid advances in the 
life of God, and more largely to partake of the divine nature. 
They had been * called to glory and virtue.' And the duty 
thence arising was, that giving all diligence they should 
add to their faith virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience. 
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godliness, brotherly kindnesd, charity;' and thus domg, 
should ^ make their calling and election sure.' With God's 
help,, they were themselves to make it sure. ^ For (as the 
apostle adds in explanation of his meaning) if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall.' The term in our translation 
rendered sure, signifies firm, stable, unfailing. It is used 
once again by St. Peter, and repeatedly by St. Paul, as in 
application to ' the promise of God,' to ' tJbie word spoken 
by angels,' to ^ the hope of the gospel ;' and always expresses 
the quality of the choice, promise, word, or hope to which 
it is applied. ' So shall ye neitJbier be barren nor unfirmtfiil 
in the knowledge of your Lord.' So shall ye cause it to 
appear that ye 'are not blind but seeing;' and have 'not 
forgotten that your old sins were washed away' in the laver 
of regeneration. ' So shall an entrance be ministered unto 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom.' The apostle 
subjoins, as if under the deepest conviction of the verity and 
importance of what he was writing: ' Wherefore I will not 
be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these 
things, though ye know them, and be established in the 
present truth. Tea, I think it meety as long as I am in thiff 
tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance, 
knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabemacte, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover, 
I will endeavour that ye may be able, after my decease, to 
have these things always in remembrance.' 

In pursuance of this solemn and affecting declaration, to 
convince them that they had ' not followed cunningly 
devised fables,' and to prevent any wavering in their faith,, 
he briefly mentions those strong attestations to the truth of 
Christianity, the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
himself and the two sons of Zebedee, on the holy mount, 

c 2 
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had seen, and the voice from heaven which they had heard; 
and that perpetnal miracle to the men of all times and 
countries, ' the sure word of prophecy/ He warns them 
withal, that as there were false prophets among God's people 
of old time, so should there he false teachers among them, 
who should * privily hring in damnahle heresies, even deny- 
ing the Lord that hought them, and bringing on themselves 
swift destruction/ Together with this depravation of doctrine, 
he speaks, as connected with, and arising out of it, of the 
grossest immoralities. And to put them further on their 
guard, and to instil into them a permanent dread of offend- 
ing, he draws their attention to the most striking instances 
of Gods righteous displeasure against the wicked; as, to 
the fall of the angels that sinned, to the destruction of the 
old world, and, after the deluge, to the turning of Sodom 
and Gomorrha into ashes. He cautions them against 
scoffers that would appear, saying, * Where is the promise 
of hiis coming ?' and declares, that ' the Lord Is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness, but is 
long suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.' Adding, moreover, 
that ^ the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace without spot 
and blameless.' He then alludes to the epistles of his 
beloved brother Paul, * in which,' he says, * are some things 
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto 



JHB ELECTION OF GRACE. 21 

tiheir own destniction.' And he feelingly concludes: ^Ye 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before^ 
beware lest ye also being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of onr Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.' 

St. Peter's second epistle, then, bears out the first as to 
the election spoken of, in that God's counsel, in respect 
thereof, how definite and immutable soever in itself, was to 
man unknown. It is to the whole church that the instruc- 
tion is addressed. They are one and all exhorted to keep 
clear of the errors of the wicked, to beware lest they also 
fall away, to be on their guard against any perversion of the 
scriptures, to grow in grace and in the knowledge of the 
Saviour, in order to attain unto the salvation to which Ood 
had called them by the gospel. Had it been represented as 
incapable of forfeiture, and made sure to them by the eternal 
fiat of omnipotence^ what observance on their part could 
have seemed to them requisite to make it so ? What new 
or additional security could any obedience of theirs ad- 
minister? How could they apply to themselves, or even 
understand his exhortations? And had not the writer 
himself been as much in ignorance of what was ultimately 
intended for them as those to whom he wrote, what mean 
the second and third chapters, poured out in a strain of 
prophetic fervour, reminding, intreating, cautioning them, 
with an earnestness and force that, one would think, could 
only spring firom his entire persuasion that, notwithstanding 
all that Ood in boundless compassion had done, and was 
doing, to save them, they by their own negligence and mis- 
conduct, even as the false and heretical teachers exposed by 
him, might ^ utterly perish in their own corruption ?' 
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By US therefore it is, as by them it was, to be always liad 
in remembrance, that the choice of God is to the hximaii 
mind a subject of hope, it may be, through God's mercy, of 
a lively hope of the incorruptible inheritance, but of nothii^ 
more. And which hope can now in our case, as it could 
then in theirs, only co-exist with our 'looking to and 
believing in the Lord as precious;' with ' a good conscience;' 
with ' the committal of the keeping of our souls to God in 
well-doing as unto a fEUthfnl Creator;' with '^ving all 
diligence to add to our faith every Christian virtue;' and 
with perseverance in all holy conversation and godliness, 
with a view to our being, in the day of the Lord, ' found of 
him in peace, without spot and blameless.' Thus are God s 
grace and man's duty, with their everlasting consequences, 
inseparably united; and the election of grace, tanght for 
the consolation of God's people in all ages, is shewn to be 
in exact agreement with the general instructions, exhor- 
tations, and promises of ' the holy coipmandment delivered 
unto them.' . 

Having now endeavoured to discover St. Peter's senti- 
ments on the subject of our inquiry, as by himself indicated, 
we proceed to examine those of St. Paul, beginning with 
one of the earliest, if not the very earliest, of his epistles, 
the first to the church of his own planting at Thessalonica. 
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THE FIBST EPISTLE OF PAUL TO. THE THBSSALONIANS. 

In this episde, after a petation in their behalf for grace 
and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the writer tells the Thessalonians, ^ We give thanks to God 
always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 
remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour 
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.' 

Here also we find, and doubtless partly for the cause 
before stated, at the commencement of the epistle, an explicit 
averment of their election of God. From The Acts it 
appears, that the course of the apostle was often by the 
Spirit directed to or from particular districts. Thessalonica 
was in a country whither he had thus been sent, and he 
might justly have inferred their election, whatever it implied, 
from his mission, and the door that had been there opened 
unto him of the Lord. He appears, from his own state- 
ment, to have inferred it chiefly from what he had witnessed 
in them, as from their working faith, their laborious love, 
their patient hope in the Lord Jesus; from the way in 
which the Gospel had come to them, not in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; from their having received it, though in heavy 
affliction, yet with joy of the Holy Ghost; and from their 
having been examples to all that believed in Macedonia and 
Achaia. When towards the end of the epistle, he discloses 
to them things not seen as yet, 'This,' he informs them. 
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' we 8ay unto yoa by the word of the Lord,' distmgoishing 
between what he was morally persuaded o^ and what had 
been specially revealed to him. And as to the election 
itself, whether it was or was not in his opinion a blessing 
that might be lost (not through any change in the divine 
counsel, or fidlure in God's fedthfiilness, but through their 
own infirmity) may be learned with great verisimilitude 
from what he has himself said of the state of his mind 
respecting them. He doubted not that they would suffer 
persecution, as the churches in Judea had. He had told 
them, while he was yet with them, that such would be their 
lot. Feeling and fearing much on their account, he was 
very anxious to see them again; so much so, indeed, that 
being himself hindered, he thought it good to be left at 
Athens alone, and sent Timotheus in his stead to establish 
them and comfort them concerning the faith. 'When I 
could no longer forbear,' says he, ' I sent to know your 
faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, 
and our labour be in vain« But now when Timotheus came 
from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your 
faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us 
always, desiring greatly to see us, as we ako to see you« 
therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our 
affliction and distress by your feith: for now we live, if ye 
stand fast in the Lord.' Gould the apostle have felt this 
dread, and used this language, of any whom he believed, or,, 
according to his own expression, knew, to be partakers of a 
grace that must inevitably issue in their eternal salvation ? 
It would appear to me that he could not. Afflicted and 
distressed himself, he evidently had, with respect to these his 
converts, sad misgivings. The vision which he saw at Troas 
had called him to preach the Gospel unto them. By God's 
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blessing on his instrumentality they had become followers 
of the Lord, and had ' turned to God firom idols to serve 
the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven/ Loving them as his children in the faith with the 
wannest love, his earnest wish &nd prayer for them was that 
they should walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they 
were called^ and go on unto perfection. But he was well 
aware that they were of themselves weak and unstable, 
liable to perversion, and surrounded by enemies. And 
hence, as it should seem, arose his extreme solicitude in 
the sense of their insecurity, his intense delight in their 
steadfastness. 

If they were indefeasibly elected of God, and the apostle 
knew them to be so, he must have known of the whole, or 
at the least of a large part of the church at Thessalonica, 
for ^ all of whom he gave thanks to God always, making 
mention of them in his prayers,' what he did not know 
either of himself or of any other person. For not less than 
four years afterwards, he speaks of himself to the Corinthians 
as ^keeping under his body, and bringing it into subjection, 
lest that by any means, when he had preached to others, he 
himself should be a castaway.' And to much the same 
effect, within a few verses afterwards, he says generally of 
every man, * Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.' 

It would appear, then, that although the apostle had 
himself been employed to convey to them the word of 
salvation, and doubted not, from what had fallen under his 
own notice, that the inward had generally accompanied the 
outward call, he had no special knowledge of the final safety 
of any of them. As also, that not having been made 
acquainted with the divine intention towards them, he 
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could not oammonicateit, nor assure them of the fiilfihaent 
of the promise of meroy, unless with God's assistance they 
adhered to the faith which they had been led to embraoe, 
and retained, to the end of their days, the Ghiistian 
qualities of heart and life with which they had been 
entrusted. 

Had the apostle thought him3elf justified in certi^^g 
the Thessalonians of their having been irreversibly elected 
of God to ^the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory/ would he have spoken of himaelf as * night 
and day praying exceedingly that he might see tbdr face, 
and might perfect that which was lacking in their faith ?' 
In such case, the blessing which includes all other blessings 
was in his judgment already theirs. What eager desire to 
give them fiirUier instruction could he have felt ? What 
necessary fidth upon that supposition could they laick? 
Would it have been needful that he should say, 'We 
beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, 
that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk, and to 
please Gk>d, so ye would abound more and more'? that he 
should caution them against the besetting vices of the 
unconverted Gentiles among whom they lived ? and above 
fdl, that he should warn these sure inheritors .of the 
kingdom of heaven to sorrow not for their believing friends 
that were asleep, even as others which had no hope, by 
unfolding, as of immediate communication ftom above» the 
order atid glorious consequences of their rising again; and 
then call upon them to comfort one another with these 
words ? In the case presumed, sorrow, bitter as that of the 
hopeless, could not have been by them experienced, neitho* 
could any such consol^on have been required. If, on 
the contrary, it be admitted that, so far as he knew, the 
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result of the. day of Christ was with regard to everj one of 
them yet indetemiiiiate, all is easy and conmstent; and we 
read with ^admiration and delight that noble exhortation to 
continuance in well-doing, drawn from tho instruction 
which they in comparison with othei^s enjoyed, and £rom 
the mercies they had abeady received. ' The day of the 
Lord so Cometh as a HaieS in the night. But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness that that day should overtake you as a 
thie£ Ye are all children of light, and children of the day ; 
.we are not of the night, or of darkness. Therefore let us 
not sleep as do others, but let us watch and be sober. For 
they tjmt sleep, sleep in the night, and they that be 
drunken, are drunken in the night. But let us who are of 
the day be sober, putting on die breast-plate of fedth and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake 
or sleep we should live together with him. Wherefore 
comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, as also 
ye do.' And in the same humbly confiding spirit is con- 
ceived the fervent supplicatioxL in their behalf, as for men 
who had not yet reached the goal, and might never reach it, 
with which he winds up all his heart-stirring monitions: 
'and the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be pre^ 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,' 
lovingly and hopeAilly concluding, ' FaithAil is he that 
calleth you, who also will do it.' 

The circumstances of the first believers were such as 
demanded the utmost assistance and support that language 
could impart. Here accordingly we find every argument 
that love and truth could suggest to cheer their minds, but 
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to instil into them witJbial the wariest caution. The more 
intelligent readers of the epistle, bearing in mind that it was 
required of them not only to 'rejoice evermore/ and 'in 
eyerything to give thanks/ but also to ^ pray without ceasing/ 
to ' prove all things, hold £E»t that which was good, and 
abstain from all appearance of evil,' although said to have 
been elected of God, could know their election no otherwise 
than as having been led to see the error of their former ways, 
and enabled to forsake them; that is to say, no otherwise 
than as having been converted of the Lord and healed. 
Neither could they know tMs their conversion and healing any 
otherwise than by its appropriate fruit, not conviction alone, 
but humble fedth, earnest prayer, strict watchfulness, a con- 
stant observance of the divine ordinances, and a consistent 
walk with God in all righteousness and holiness of life. We 
here find likewise all care taken, that none be deceived by 
vain hopes, none led to abuse and forfeit the precious pri- 
vileges to which they had been admitted; but that Grace and 
Duty should go hand in hand together; that they all should 
walk worthy of God who had called them into his kingdom 
and glory; that their whole spirit, and soul, and body, should 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and that thus, through the Spirit poured from on 
high, the work of righteousness should be peace, and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 

The object of this second epistle, which shortly followed 
the first, seems to have been to correct a misconception then 
prevalent, and evidently of a very injurious tendency, ' that 
the day of Christ was at hand/ In effecting this, the apostle 
takes occasion to allude to ^ a falling away,' which he tells 
them would precede that event, ' a mystery of iniquity,' that, 
as he darkly hints, had already begun to work, and would 
be attended with the most fearful consequences to them who 
received not the love of the truth that they might be saved. 
'For this cause,' he says, 'Grod shall send them strong de- 
lusion that they should believe a lie; that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness;' instantly following up his prediction and 
warning with words of the highest encouragement to them- 
selves, persecuted, afflicted, tormented as he knew them to 
be, and whom he so affectionately esteemed: 'But we are 
bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren, beloved 
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth, whereunto he called you by our gospel, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye have been taught, whether by word or our epistle. Now 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting con- 
solation, and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts. 
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and stablish you in every good word and work.' Here we 
find, concisely summed up, the evils denounced against such 
as might fall away, ' strong delusion to the belief of a lie, 
and condemnation'— the mercy vouchsafed to every faithful 
disciple, * the choice of Grod unto salvation' — the means by 
which this choice had been carried into effect, ^ sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth' — the moral lesson 
grounded thereon, ^to stand fast and hold the traditions 
which they had been taught' — ^the apostle's prayer in their 
behalf, ^ That our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God even 
our Father, would comfort and stablish them in all goodness' 
— and the precise nature of the affiance warranted, no inde- 
structible security, but in close similarity throughout to 
St. Peter's doctrine, ' everlasting consolation and good hope 
through grace.' 

There were yet of them many with respdot to whom the 
apostle must have had very distressing fears. For although 
in the former epistle he tells them, ' God had not appointed 
them to wrath, but to obtain salvation through tJbie Lord 
Jesus Christ,' he at the same time admonishes them to ^ warn 
the unruly.' Such, therefore, there were among them. And 
in this latter, while he cheers them with the acknowledg- 
ment ' that their faith grew exceedingly, and that the charity 
of every one of them all towards each other abounded;' and 
further bears witness that ^ the Lord was faithful, and would 
stablish and keep them £rom evil;' he nevertheless found it 
incumbent upon him to write, ^ For even when we were with 
you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some 
which walk among you disorderly, working not at all. Now 
them that are such we command and exhort, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their 
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o^m bread. And if a^y obey not our word by this epistle, 
note that man, and have no company with him, that be may 
be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother/ Spots and blemishes of this description 
are, unhappily, through the infecticm of nature, to be met 
with in all churches. These deceived and deceivers yrete of 
tiiie church of the Thessalonians, 'which was in Grod the 
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ,' but surely could not 
be regarded as irrevocably chosen to glory everlasting. 
However others of them might be safe under the protection 
of Onmipotence, they^ at all events while they continued dis- 
obedient, must, one would think, have been looked upon as 
excepted firom the number. They were to be accounted not 
as enemies, but admonished as brothers. This gentle treat- 
ment and title imply that they had once been favourably 
thought of. Some, it may be supposed, who began well, 
had disappointed the expectations formed of them; had left 
their first love; had, like Demas, by attachment to thi& 
presdht world, been betrayed into desertion of the good 
cause; like Fhiletus, had so mistaken the rising again to 
newness of life, as to say the resurrection was past already; 
like Hymeneus, by putting away a good conscience, concern- 
ing faith had made shipwreck. And what, upon hearing of 
or reading the apostle s warnings, would be the opinion of the 
false brethren themselves ? Was there any danger that they 
would rely upon their election, and conceive of themselvea 
as thereby irrevocably chosen to salvation ? Then doubt- 
less, as now, such trust, in whomsoever found, could only 
have rested on the love of God, on faith in the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son as cleansing from all sin, on the patient 
waiting for Christ, on the fellowship of the Spirit, on the 
careful maintenance, through the supply of the Spirit, of 
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good works. Then doubtless, as now, if the truth were by 
the unleamed and unstable fatally wrested, it most have been 
at their own known peril, and to the looked for condemnation 
of those, whatever hopes had once been raised, whatever 
opinions expressed of them, who were guilty of such per- 
version. 

If, however, the aposde had sad misgivings of the spiritual 
state and prospects of some among them, there were others 
with regard to whom he had no such apprehensions. This 
is manifest from both epistles, in the one of which it is said, 
* God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salva- 
tion through our Lord Jesus Christ;' and in the other, 'But 
we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth.' These, we may suppose, were they 
who had never faltered, never wavered in their Christian 
course; and of whom he had every moral reason to conclude 
that they were, and would continue to be, true believers. 
His congratulations, nevertheless, appear even then to have 
expressed the judgment, not of infallibility, but of charity, 
and in personal appliance to have amounted to nothing more 
than that the blessed God had designed from the beginning 
to save by Jesus Christ all that in heart and through life 
were his faithfid followers. The words do indeed carry the 
strongest a£Eurmation of God's merciful intentions towards 
believers, and an engagement, as it were, that if they are not 
wanting to Him and to themselves. He will not be wanting 
to them, but will do for them exceeding abundantly above 
all they can ask or think, and will never forsake them. 
More than this does not seem to have been either required 
or meant. Promises of good, how positive and absolute 
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soever in form, are in substance, if I mistake not, always 
made imder the implied condition, in all possible cases, of a 
lively faith and sincere endeavours after holiness. This 
condition, although in the brevity of scripture often omitted, 
is occasionally inserted, in a manner, too, and connexion 
which impress on particular instances the stamp of univer- 
sality. As where it is written to the Corinthians: 'Brethren, 
I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which 
also ye are saved if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, unless ye have believed in vain.' Here the condition— 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you — ^is stat;ed, 
and though in strictness peculiar to the case, is evidently of 
general application. Of all who believe and are steadfast in 
the faith, grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and 
Jesus Christ our Lord, may be serfely predicated. This con- 
viction it is that constitutes the humble reliance of the 
believing children of sin and sorrow throughout their present 
stage of being. But forasmuch as we are all every instant 
under an eye that trieth the heart, and are not sure but that 
what we call our repentance needs to be repented of, a good 
hope through grace is the highest attainment we can ever 
scripturally here expect to reach, and that only through the 
boundless mercies of redemption. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 

Before we enter into that vast treasury of divine know- 
ledge, the Epistle to the Romans, it may he expedient that 
we briefly note what St. Paul writes from Bome during his 
detention there to the saints in Christ Jesus which were at 
Philippi, this likewise being a church by himself planted. 
* Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day of 
Jesus Christ/ This he appears to say, not of divine com- 
mission, but of reasonable conviction. For he instantly 
adds, * Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, 
because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my 
bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye 
all are partakers of my grace.* They were at the time in 
deep affliction: 'For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake, having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now 
hear to be in me.* To which he tenderly subjoins: * If there 
be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
be like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind, holding forth the word of life, that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain.' He afterwards, * having cdready 
for Christ suffered the loss of all things,* sets before them in 
language expressive of the deepest consciousness of imper- 
fection, and of the necessity of constantly renewed efforts in 
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God's service in order to that blessedness which knows no 
change, his own prospects, and hopes, and labours: ^ If by 
any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead, 
not as though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect, but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended, but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing. Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark 
them which walk so as ye have us for an example. For 
many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ, whose end is destruction, whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things.' Tares then were mingled 
with the wheat, the foolish with the intelligent, the unjust 
with the just, here likewise. ' For our conversation is in 
heaven, whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 
himself. , Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longed 
for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved.* 

The exceeding beauty and force of the epistle are by the 
separation and omission of parts necessarily impaired. But 
it is obvious from the apostle's pressing importunity, that 
although his trust in God's care of the Christians at Philippi 
was great indeed, yet that in his judgment every one of 
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them had still to guard vigilantly against any personal 
misGondact, lest they* who yet stood firm should fall, as 
others of them had ah*eady done, and fail of the prize, and 
he, instead of rejoicing in the day of Christ, should be 
found with regard to yet more of them to have run in vain, 
and laboured in vain. The treasure in the heavens, where 
no thief approacheth, or moth comipteth, was ever before 
his eyes; and his pathetic solicitations, the passionate out- 
pourings of his soul, speak more forcibly than any other 
language could have done his extreme anxiety lest any 
of his dear children in the faith should come short of it. 
Thus, therefore, any of them, as it should seem in his 
persuasion might do, there being, as he appears to have 
believed, no security either for them or for himself, but in 
God's blessing on their unshaken stability and strenuous 
exertion. When he says, ' If by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead,* the words assuredly 
imply that he possibly might not. What he did not know 
of a certainty respecting himself, he was still less likely to 
know of others, without a revelation from above, to which 
he here lays no claim. All will admit that he who ' spake 
the truth in Christ, and lied not,' would never aflBrm of any 
that of which he had no knowledge. Neither, therefore, 
the writer nor his readers, how vivid soever their hopes of a 
joyful resurrection might be, knew beyond doubt or question 
anything of the matter. As in the case of the Thessalonians, 
the final condition of all alike was hid in God. What their 
last end would be, was yet in reserve to be the crowning 
blessing of the accepted in the day of the^Lord, the key-, 
stone of the arch of all God's unspeakable mercies. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

To the Thessalonians and the Fhilippians, St. Paul stood 
in a particular relation. Having been the instrument of 
converting them to the faith of Christ, he was under God their 
spiritual father; and he writes to them with all the kindness, 
and with something of the authority of that character. He 
knew them, and they him. But in addressing the Bomans 
he had not this advantage. With them he was acquainted 
but by hearsay ; and their acquaintance with him was derived 
from the same source, and as including his early history 
was perhaps unfavourable to him. There was a further 
difference in the cases. The churches of Thessalonica and 
Philippi consisted chiefly of converted Gentiles. That of 
Borne contained many Jews that believed; and who, from 
their knowledge of the Scriptures, would naturally be the 
ruling members. We accordingly find a marked dissimi- 
larity in both the questions discussed and the mode of 
discussing them. In writing to the Thessalonians and the 
Philippians, he refers but seldom, and then slightly, to the 
Scriptures, with which they were scarcely at all conversant; 
but to ihe Bomans his appeals to the oracles of God, and 
to the opinions of the Israelites, form the hinges of the 
chief argumentative parts of his epistle. In reasoning with 
Gentiles, he had but to shew the want of foundation of 
their senseless and corrupt mythology and preposterous 
idol-worship; but with the Jews, admitting in its full 
extent the divine origin of their reUgion, his first endeavour 
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T¥as to convince the gainsaying and the wavering among 
them by quotations from their own prophets, as St. Peter 
did his hearers on the day of Pentecost, ' that God had 
made that same Jesus whom they had crucified both Lord 
and Christ.' 

If such was his first object, as being the foundation of the 
Christian scheme, there was a second of perhaps yet greater 
difficulty following hard upon it, and forming an essential 
part of the subject now in hand — ^the election of grace. 
This was to prevail upon the Jews to admit that the 
blessings, of which he whom God had made both Lord and 
Christ was the Author, belonged not to them only, but to 
all, of whatever people or nation, who might be brought to 
believe on his name. The Jews *had Abraham to their 
father.' They were those of whom it was said, * Thou art 
an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath 
chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself above all 
the nations that are upon the earth.' The privileges which 
this descent and choice of God conveyed, were in their 
entire conviction inalienable. After what John the Baptist 
had said at the beginning of the Gospel, and what the 
Saviour himself had repeatedly urged during its progress, it 
demanded a vision from heaven, and an express direction 
from the Spirit, to overcome St. Peter's repugnance to keep 
company with, or to come unto, one of another nation. 
Under the same prejudice it was that, in his interview with 
Cornelius, ' they of the circumcision which believed were 
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on 
the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.' 
Under this, that when St. Paul himself, in his defence 
before his countrymen, declared that the Lord had said 
imto him, * Depart, for I will send thee far hence unto the 
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Gentiles, they gave him audience unto this word, and then 
lifted up their voices and paid, Away with such a fellow 
from the earth, for it is not fit that he should live. And 
they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust 
into the air.' And that this was no false show is plain, not 
only from previous ebullitions of the same feeling at Antioch, 
Thessalonica, and elsewhere, but above all from the conspiracy 
entered into at Jerusalem, of which the chief priests and 
elders appear to have had a guilty knowledge, of the more 
than forty, who had bound themselves under a curse neither 
to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. No insult, no 
injury could excite their rage and indignation more than 
the least hint of God's intention to shew mercy to those 
* sinners of the Gentiles.* Herein we more distinctly 
perceive how necessary was the avowal, that God's election, 
embraced every people whom it might please him to call, 
and why, among other reasons, so prominent a place was 
assigned to it. 

To the removal of this arrogant and bitter prepossession, 
he, the apostle of the Gentiles, strenuously applies himself, 
and would we comprehend his reasoning, we must keep it 
continually in mind. Our close heed to it will help to 
throw light upon expressions and passages in the eighth 
and three following chapters, which, considered as standing 
alone, and having no such relation, would be * hard to be 
understood.' The task for the performance of which he had 
been selected by the Almighty demanded the utmost 
dexterity of management. He had to disclose to the Jews 
their want of an exclusive title to the most dearly cherished 
of their national prerogatives, without forfeiting their good 
opinion ; to do them what they would be sure to regard as 
the deepest wrong, without wounding their feelings; to 
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convince them that the peculiarity on which they most 
highly prided themselves was, since the coming of Christ, a 
peculiarity no longer; and yet to prevail on them to put 
their trust in the very person by whom this, their prime 
distinction and glory as a people, was for ever done away. 
This was his difficulty, and with what combined tenderness 
and wisdom does he strive to overcome it ! 

On the subject of this prepossession he enters in the very 
preface to the epistle, alleging that the grace and apostleship 
which he had received of the Lord Jesus was ' for obedience 
to the faith among all nations;' that he had ' oftentimes 
purposed to come unto them, but was let hitherto, that he 
might have some &uit among them also, even as among 
other Gentiles;' that 'the Gospel of Christ is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek/ And taking occasion to speak 
of *the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God,' he declares that God will therein * render 
to every man according to his, deeds : indignation and wrath 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew firsts 
and also of the Gentile; but glory, honour, and peace, to 
every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile. For there is no respect of persons with God/ 
He goes on dropping various hints and suggestions of the 
like tendency, especially in the fifth chapter, wherein he 
compares the effect of Adam's transgression, which brought 
sin into the world, and death by sin, with that of Christ's 
obedience, through which the righteousness that is of God 
by faith was conferred on man, and life with righteousness. 
From Adam all men, Jews and Gentiles, derive by natural 
descent a mortal nature. Through Christ all men, Jews 
and Gentiles, obtain of mere favour the restoration of what 
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had been so lost. Or, as he elsewhere more briefly expresses 
the same truth, ^ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made aliye/ His argoment then proceeds, as is usual 
with this all-powerfal reasoner, widening and deepening in its 
course. ' As by the o£Pence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life/ 
* Moreover the law entered that the oflFence might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound, that 
as sin had reigned untc death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.' Man's fall in Adam, his recovery in Christ, the 
designed universality of Christ's reUgion, and the glory that 
should follow, live and breathe in every sentence. And 
thus again, in points — every one of the utmost importance 
— ^is that saying of both the law and the Gospel fiilly 
verified, that 'with God is no respect of persons.' The 
conclusion here come to, not, indeed, here repeated by the 
apostle, but clearly intended, in eflPect refutes the notion 
entertained by the Jews of their exclusive title to the 
protection of heaven; and which, with this grievously 
misled and stubborn people, was one great cause of their 
rejection of the Christian doctrines. 

Having thus prepared the way for what, as the apostle of 
the Gentiles, he had principally in view, he for the present 
turns aside, as it were, into two. long digressions, one intended 
to guard the doctrine of grace against being perverted into 
an encouragement to sin, and which occupies the sixth 
chapter; and the other proving the insufficiency and weak- 
ness through the flesh of the law given by Moses, in com- 
parison with that of the Spirit of Ufe in Christ Jesus, in its 
capacity of purifying the soul from guilt and rescuing it from 
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condemnation. This takes up the whole of the seventh and 
much of the eighth chapter. He then retoms to the suhject 
which appears from various indications to have been ever 
present to his mind, the call of the Gentiles, referring it to a 
purpose of the Almighty formed long before the time at which 
the names of Jew and Gentile became known, and pursues it 
through the remainder of the eighth and the three following 
chapters. He is not even then satisfied, but takes it up yet 
again most sweetly and apologetically in the fifteenth chapter, 
and in fact never lays it aside until, as we shall see presently, 
the pen falls from his hand at the end of the epistle. 

* We know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 

in pain together until now, waiting for the adoption, 

to wit, the redemption of the body And we know that 

all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestmate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brethren. Moreover whom he did pre- 
destinate, them he also called; and whom he called, them 
he also justified; and whom he justified, them he €dso 
glorified.' 

This passage, at the first hearing or reading, is full of 
solemn import, and a careful and devout examination of it 
will confirm that impression. The language and mode of 
employing it are eminently peculiar. After stating that all 
mankind had in every age mourned over the misery of their 
condition in this world, and had eagerly desired ' deliverance 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious Uberty of 
the children of God,' the sacred writer goes on to enunciate 
the precious truth, dearest under the heaviest trials, that all 
things work together for good to them that love God. These 
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are they, the lovers of a just and holy God, of whom all that 
follows is spoken. He then draws somewhat nearer to his 
ohject, hy adding, * to them (whoever they are, of whatever 
name, whether Jew or Gentile) who are the called/ Of that 
number were the Christians at Rome, whom he had before 
saluted as ' the called of Jesus Christ/ This honourable 
greeting, thus indirecdy re-introduced, would give them a 
personal interest in what he was saying. The words * accord- 
ing to his purpose,' that finish the sentence, open the door to 
a wide field of investigation. What was this purpose? The 
eternal God might, in his wisdom and love for his creatures, 
have formed many purposes; but the one here intended is 
distinctly connected with the calling mentioned. The apostle, 
we may imagine, well knowing the prejudices of his country- 
men, did not think it expedient to speak out just then, lest 
by so doing he should offend them whom he wished to con- 
ciliate. Although, however, the particular purpose meant is 
not here specified, he has himself elsewhere, that is to say, 
in his epistle to the Ephesians, Aimished us with ample 
means of discovering what it was; and to which I would 
request close attention. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS 

'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly things in Christ, according as he hath chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy, and without blame before him in love; having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himself according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved, according to his good pleasure 
^hich he hath purposed in himself/ 

Do you ask, then, what the apostle meant by. God's 
purpose ? mark first his own reply in continuance of the 
passage above quoted: 'That in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in him;* thus establishing the pre-eminent glory of the 
Lord Jesus, who * came into the world to save sinners,' and 
* both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living.' Such is one part of the 
answer. And the other, which relates to the sinners whom 
the Lord came to save, occurs in his further exposition of 
' the mystery of Christ' (the phrase employed by him to 
express to the Colossians his whole doctrine), namely, * That 
the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, 
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel; whereof 
(saith he) I was made a minister. Unto me, who am less 
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than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ, that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, ac- 
cording to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.' And that this is the purpose intended by 
St. Paul in the Epistle to the Romans, is proved by the like 
terms in which, at the end of that epistle, be 'speaks of his 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ as being * accord- 
ing to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret 
since" the world began, but now is made manifest, and by the 
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of 
the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith;' the last and concluding being the very 
words with which he had at the first entered upon this, his 
leading and constantly pursued subject. 

Such was God's purpose, * the mystery of his will, accord- 
ing to his good pleasure which he had purposed in himself,' 
* the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will,' *who hath saved us, and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began.' In these and the like 
passages we have a fiill and precise declaration of the nature 
of the blessing to which the Ephesian converts, in common 
with the Christians in Rome, and all other believers from 
among the Gentiles, had been pre-destined and called: to 
wit, that they should be fellow-heirs with the believing Jews, 
and of the same body with them, and partakers of God's 
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promise in Christ by the gospel, according to the riches of 
his grace wherein he had abounded toward them in all 
wisdom and pradence; and that thus the spiritual kingdom 
of the Redeemer, in all its earthly glory, should extend 
beyond the narrow limits of its first formation among the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, and comprehend the whole 
peopled earth in its wide embrace. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS RESUMED. 

The purpose of God being thus unveiled by one having 
authority, and ascertained, as it would seem, beyond doubt 
or question, and throwing a broad and clear light on the 
passage to which it is so conspicuous a preliminary, we are 
now in a condition to prosecute our researches into what 
remains with increased security. The account given de- 
lineates the whole course and order of salvation. It com- 
mences before the foundations of the earth were laid, much 
more, therefore, before any exclusive title or priority of right 
to God s favour could arise. Studiously avoiding every 
distinction of time or place, name or people, it appears to 
have been intended to intimate that all men were to be 
thenceforward equally admissible to all the mercies, all the 
promises of God in Christ by the gospel. To this point we 
have seen that the apostle was with little intermission 
labouring to conduct the Jewish mind, and so to lead them 
indirectly, and in spite of themselves, to the acknowledgment 
of that great truth, the designed enlargement of the kingdom 
of grace, then first opened to the world. 

Here accordingly we find a lucid discovery of the source 
whence the Boman Ohristians, whether in time past Jews or 
Gentiles, had derived the disposition to repent and believe, 
and whereby it had come to pass that they loved God, and 
that all things worked together for their good; the whole 
being founded on God's foreknowledge of them. *For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his son, that he might be the first- 
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bom among many brethren/ In these few words begins and 
ends the first act of the divine drama of man's salvation from 
sin, as it existed in the predetermination of ' the Ancient of 
days' from the beginning. 

The second, which belongs to time in its successive 
periods, then opens, and advances regularly to its close. 
'Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called; 
and whom he called, them he also justified; and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.' Each several step in the 
process is spoken of as already taken, as concerning favours 
actually bestowed, and of which they to whom the epistle 
was sent had (entered on the possession; favours inappreci- 
able at their true value by any unaided human intellect, 
and yet unspeakably more precious, as the first fruits and 
earnests of the ftiture harvest. . The past tense being used 
by the apostle through the whole series of mercies, seems to 
have been intended further to intimate not only to the 
Christians at Bome, but also to the called of other ages and 
places, the certainty, all things else concurring, of its entire 
completion. 

Be it ftirther observed that, although in the continuous 
links of the golden chain, the Supreine Being is repre-' 
sented as acting alone, the slightest inspection of them 
will make it appear on what He is acting; not on * the earth, 
when it was without form and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters;' not on stocks and stones without life 
or perception; not on animals unendued with discernment 
of moral right and wrong; but on men, on minds originally 
'made in his image, after his likeness;' on the rational 
creatures of his hand, fallen, indeed, from their high estate, 
and alienated from the life of God, but whom He in Christ 
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* had visited and redeemed;' to whom * He had given of his 
Spirit;* who by the ability which He imparts^ are made 
capable of, and from whom he demands, as ' for his great 
name's sake/ so * for their good always,* a reasonable service. 
They * love God;* they believe in, fear, delight in, and obey 
him : that is their character. They are ' the called according 
to his purpose:' this is the relation in which they stand to 
the Omnipotent, whose grace is sufBicient for them. His 
purpose with regard to man was, as we have seen, to call the 
Gentiles to belief in Christ, and to admit them on believing 
to an equality of privileges with those of the Jews who be- 
lieved, and to all the promises of the gospel. Among these 
were they in Bome, 'beloved of God, called to be saints;' 
and who are thus accosted to encourage them to persevere 
in the faith, whatever tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
it might bring upon them; and to convince them, the 
Gentile converts in particular, that they were, and had ever 
been, within the scope of God's mercy. * Whom He did 
predestinate, them He also called.' 

Note too yet again, with the observance to which itsi 
primacy in the account entitles it, the ground whereon the 
divine interposition in their behalf is said to have proceeded, 
namely, the fore-knowledge of God. * Whom He did fore- 
know. He also did predestinate.' According to the ex- 
planation already given from His word, it would seem, that 
to foreknow a people, is not simply to have a previous per- 
ception of what they would be and do, but also to ' h&ve fk 
favour unto them;' to 'think towards them thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil;* to mark them out as the intended 
recipients, at His time and under the circumstances by Him 
determined, of the revelation of His will, and of * grace 
whereby they may serve Him acceptably with reverence and 

£ 
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godly fear/ Before they were brought into actual being, 
his counsels conceming them were those of kindness. When 
brought into being> having predestinated them to the adoption 
of children. He called them by his word to the knowledge, 
and by his^ Spirit to the reception of his Son. ^ As many as 
received him, to them was given power to become the son^t of 
God, even to them that believed on his name.' On their 
compliance with his call, and as believing, He 'justified 
them freely (released them from the guilt and punishment of 
sin) through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.' Being 
jusd&ed, and ' casting not away their confidence,' but ' hold- 
ing tsAt the profession of their faith without wavering,' He 
also glorified them: communicated to them 'the grace and 
truth' that came by his ever blessed Son; manifested to 
them, as his saints, ' the mystery which had been hid fix)m 
ages and from generations,' ' made known to them what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,' 
* called them into his kingdom and glory,' ' caused the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ who is the image of God to 
shine unto them,' and not as it was in the time of Moses, 
gave * the spirit of glory and of God to rest upon them.' 
And ' they all with open foxje beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, were X3hanged into the same image from 
glory to glory (firom one degree of Christian excellence and 
purity to, another) even as by the Spirit of the Lord;' and 
'being made free from sin, and becomie servants to God, had 
their fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.' 

Saoh is the reach of the apostle's heaven-enlightened 
intelligence, and such the conciseness of his expression, that 
it is only by comparing things spiritual with spiritual we 
can in some places so much as hope to understand him. 
That, in his brief recital, he here meant to include all things 
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pertaining to life and godliness, and among them, cMefly 
under the last t^rm of the series, that progressive sanotifioation 
which forms the meetness for the eternal inheritance, cannot 
wdl' be doubted. He is speaking of men who had left all 
for Christ, had willingly made the largest saerifiees, had 
cheerfully encountered the severest sufferings, and rejoicing 
in hope of the glory of God even gloried in tribulations; 
who were above others of the class, to whom, as having left 
all for the kingdom of God's sake, the Saviour had promised 
that they should * receive manifold more in the present time, 
and in the world to come life everlasting.* As the apostle 
argues, * If the ministration of death, written and engraven 
in stones was glorious, which glory was to be done away, 
how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather 
glorious T The glory which the Father had given to his 
Son, the Son himself says in prayer, he gave to his disciples. 
Had they then no glory upon the earth which distinguished 
them from others ? And have not those who with the heart 
believe on Him through their word, a portion of the same, 
small it may be, and shorn of its brightest beams, yet such 
that it cannot be hid ? Is not the blameless walk in k>ve, 
formed upon that wherein Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given Himself for us, the patient continuance in well- 
doing amid trials and difficulties, the growth in grace and 
knowledge, the humble resignation and absence of all com- 
plaints under pain and sickness, the manifest ripening of the 
soul for heaven, wherever it is witnessed, still glorious ? I 
ask not what it was that gave to Stephen, fall of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost, the * fiuje as it had been the face of an 
angel,' and which Saul of all men living must have been the 
last to forget; neither do I appeal to Cranmer, Latimer, and 
Bidley, or to any others of the noble army of martyrs in 

£ 2 
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later times, the restorers under Christ of * the house of God 
(amongst us) which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth/ to all the ends of the earth. 
But have not we ourselves seen countenances beaming with 
faith, and hope, and pure affection, and visibly imploring 
blessings on surviving friends and children, in even the very 
grasp of death, and when the failing tongue had already lost 
its power of utterance ? In every such instance of calm and 
holy triumph, it is * God that giveth the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord/ 

This then may be the glorification partly intended; a glory, 
indeed, merely incipient, like the first faint streak of the 
dawn, and not wotthj to be named or thought of with that 
which in meridian splendour shall be revealed; but not less 
so, than is the justification, the last link save one of the 
apostle s chain of graces, to be named or thought of with the 
release not only from the guilt and punishment, but from 
every taint of sin, that awaits the righteous in their Be- 
deemers kingdom; wherein, *when he shall appear, they 
shall be like him, for they shall see him as he is/ By the 
time at which the epistle was written, in ot, about the year 
58, there were * many thousands of Jews (living at Jerusa- 
lem) which believed;' and the gospel had been preached, 
and largely received, in all the more civilized Gentile coun- 
tries. The scene occasionally varied. At one period, * the 
churches had rest, and walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.' At 
another persecution, God's not unusual method of propa- 
gating the knowledge and love of the truth was employed. 
His ministers being scattered abroad, went everywhere 
preaching the word;' and ' God bearing them witness, both 
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
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of the Holy Ghost/ it brought forth fruit in every region to 
which it was sent. Instructed by the missionaries of the 
faith, filled with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding, convinced of sin and of the 
suitableness and sufficiency of the remedy provided for it, 
men devoted their whole souls to the truth which had risen 
upon them, and ' rejoiced that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for the name of Christ.' These are the seasons 
at which the glorious gospel of the blessed God is seen to 
the greatest advantage, and its more striking successes are 
achieved. Never before that time had mankind witnessed 
such a discovery of the glory of the Lord. The gold had 
not then become dim, the most fine gold was not changed. 
The spirit of Antichrist had not yet tarnished its bright- 
ness. The love of the world, and of the things that are in 
the world, was held in check by loftier aspirations. God's 
image in his messengers, and through them in their hearers, 
displayed some portion of its native dignity, never since 
entirely lost, but sullied though it be, still recognised with 
delight, wherever their footsteps are seen their tidings are 
received. The power of the Omnipotent visibly wielded by 
his instruments, the breaking down of the old superstitions, 
the shaking and upheaving of the moral earth, stirred up all 
the purest and deepest emotions of the regenerated heart. 
Then it was that the Galatians, as St. Paul reminds them, 
had ^ received him as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.' 
Then that when a change had come over them through the 
arts of Judaizing teachers, be asks them, 'Where is the 
blessedness ye spake of 7 For I bear you record that, if it 
had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own 
eyes, and given them to me.' Then too, that, with the like 
burning affection, he says to the Thessalonians, * For what 
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is our hope^ or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even 
ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ? 
For ye are our glory and joy/ At such a time it was, and 
under the profound intensity of such convictions and feel- 
i^iigs, everywhere manifested, that he poured out his rap- 
turous ^exposition of the whole course of God's eternal love 
for his believing and obedient children. 

In its relation to both the life which we here live in the 
flesh, and to that which, if we live by the faith of the Son 
of God, we are taught to regard as reserved for us hereafter, 
so far as it is possible for us to apprehend such visions and 
revdiations of the glory that excelleth, this sublime effusion 
would appear to set forth Otod^s grace and mercy from its 
first intention, aeeording to his fore-knowledge of them to 
whom it is shewn, through the several stages of its develop- 
ment, past, presait, and to ccme, as exemplified from time 
to time among any people, who bdng led into the way of 
truth, and renewed in the spirit of their minis, ' give earnest 
heed to the things which they have heard, lest at any time 
they i^ould let them slip;' who ' continue in Gods word,' 
repent of and forsake their sins, and ' walk in newness of 
life;' who 'building up themselves on dieir most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep themselves in the love 
of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life;' who ' are the light of the world>' and ' let their 
light BO shine before men, that they seeing their good works, 
may glorify their Father which is in heaven;' who are 'not 
of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul;' who in any church or 
oongiegatioii ace faithful and true Christians, and 'whose 
path (being that) of the just (by faith) is as the shining 
light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.' 
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These interpolations and comments may perhaps be 
deemed inadmissible, or, so far as they are Beriptntal, inap- 
plicable; bat though all claim as of desert, all boasting, id 
for eyer excluded, for ' what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive ?* sotne concurrence of the saved, if not positively 
excepted, must always be understood ; if any where expressed, 
must every where be understood. This we gather from 
our Lord's constant directions and expostulations from the 
* time when he began to preach,' to that in which he said, * It 
is finished, and bowed his head, and gave up the ghost:' 
such as * Bepent ye, and believe the gospel.' * Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness.' * If any man 
thirst) let him come unto me and drink.' ^ Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.' ' Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation.' 
' What I say unto you, I say unto all, watch.' * Search the 
Scripttures, for in them ye think ye have et^nal life, and 
these are they which testify of me; and ye will not come 
unto me that ye might have Kfe.' * Yea, and why even of 
yourselves, judge ye not what is right ?' * Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate.' If mere inference, though fifom our 
Lord's own sayings, be thought inadequate to the establish- 
ment of a point of such importance, this great principle 
is directly taught, in that gentlest and yet most urgent 
intreaty of His and our apostle, * Wherefore, my beloved, as 
ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation witii 
fear and trembling; for it is God which worketh in you botii 
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to will and to do of His good pleasure.* If it be, as it 
assuredly is, for God to begin, to carry on, and to complete 
the work of grace in the heart, so is it for man, before and 
beyond all things else, to listen to, and obey His call, to 
yield to His suggestions, to follow where He leads, to 
submit to His holy will in all things, to belieye in and love 
Him in sincerity, to manifest faith and love by obedience, 
and naming the name of Christ to depart from iniquity, to 
have, so far as through grace he may, the mind which was 
also in Christ Jesus, and such conformity to the image of 
the Son, that He may not only be, but may be seen and 
known to be, the first-bom among many brethren. 

It is true indeed that, in the first eleven chapters of the 
epistle, little comparatively is said of man, save of his sinful- 
ness, and natural indisposition to the life of God. But the 
cause is obvious. Whatever relates to the Eternal and His 
will and works, has undeniably the foremost claim to atten- 
tion. In fore-knowing, predestinating, calling, justifying, 
and glori^ring, God, blessed for ever, reigns over all in might 
and majesty supreme, from the most distant contemplation 
whereof we benighted mortals shrink abashed in trembling 
conscious incompetency. But no sooner has the apostle 
given the necessary consideration to this tremendous theme, 
than he descends from heaven to earth, from the fountain to 
its stream, from grace in God to duty in man. What had 
been before in a large measure unnoticed, now occupies its 
proper place. *I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God (mercies which he had all along been hitherto 
displaying), that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.' 
From this commencement he proceeds to detail, throughout 
the last five chapters, all that was and is required of man, in 
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a connected series of brief exhortatioiis, every one of which 
exhibits in its Ml dimensions the virtae it treats of, and the 
whole presents our renovated nature in much of its pristine 
beauty and perfection; as humble, pure, patient, dihgent, 
fervent in spirit^ instant in prayer, devoted to the Lord s 
service, disinterested, kind, courteous, sympathizing and 
forgiving, loving and lovely, blessing and blessed, abundant, 
and still increasing in every good thought, word, and work. 
Such are the obligations bound on all that are called and 
chosen of the Lord, such the conditions (so to speak) by the 
faithful discharge of which, as to the Lord and not to men, 
their calling and election are held, such the fruits by which 
they are known. Here the page is filled by man alone. 
God is not mentioned, is scarcely alluded to, is, notwith- 
standing, never to be for an instant lost sight of, but steadily 
kept before the mind's eye, the very virtues above recounted 
being all tokens of the constant presence of that regenerating, 
life-giving, co-operating Spirit, by whom man, the seemingly 
sole agent, is made a member of Christ, and has a place and 
a name given him among the inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Probably in no other part of the sacred volume than in this 
glowing delineation of the whole of Christianity from its first 
conception in the Eternal Mind, through its workings in 
time, to its final accomplishment in glory and blessedness 
here and hereafter, is the safety of those 'which worship God in 
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh,' more powerfully exhibited. But that even here 
no certainty of salvation is conveyed to all the called of Jesus 
Christ to whom the epistle was written, or, indeed, to any 
one of them of his own knowledge, is clearly shown by the 
discussion introductory to the passage. ' As many as are 
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led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For we 
have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but we 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God. And if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that 
we finiffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared wili) the riory which shaH be revealed 
in J What hoUar consolaJ. wht mot« animating en- 
couragement to believers, under the fiercest persecutions and 
distresses for Christ's sake, is there dsewbere vouchsafed ? 
And what are its true scriptural measure and character? 
Not assurance, but, as we have throughout found it, hope 
only. Say, if you will, with the apostle, it is an ' earnest 
expectation ;' still it is nothing more. ' For,' as he adds, ^ we 
are saved by hope. But hope that is seen is not hope, for 
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if we 
hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for 
it/ In the third verse after which commences the passage 
cited: * And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose.* 

Of such * prisoners of hope' were * the saints and faithftd 
brethren in Christ which were at Colosse,* * the elect of God 
holy and beloved,* whom ' the Father had made meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, had 
delivered from the power of darkness, and had translated 
into the kingdom of his dear Son;' and whom the apostle, 
'warning every man. and teaching every man in aU wisdom, 
that he might present every man perfect in Christ Jesus,' 
thus counsels: 'and you that were some time alienated, 
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and en^nies in your mind liy wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy, and unblamable, and unreprovable in his sight, 
if ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven, whereof I, Paul, am made a minister/ 

Of such, too, were the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus, 
that were at Epbesus, the late ^worshippers of the great 
goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from 
Jupiter/ ' Having been in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers frY)m the covenants of pit)mise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world, they who had been sometimes far 
off were made nigh by the blood of Christ, and were no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of G4>d/ 'All things nowworked together 
for their good,' for that they * loved God* in sincerity and truth, 
and were of * the called according to his purpose,' the purpose 
of diflusing over the world the knowledge of His will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, and of saving all by 
Christ who believed on him, and in his strength * walked 
vrordiy of the Lord unto all pleasing, fruitful in every good 
work/ 

Under this blessed change, to which God had chosen 
them in Christ before the foundation of the world, the 
apostle's prayers for them were, ' That the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give unto them the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, 
the eyes of their understanding being enlightened, that they 
might know what is the hope of his calling;' and ' That 
he would grant them according to the riches of his glory, to 
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be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
that Christ might dwell in their hearts by faithy and that 
they being rooted and grounded in love, might be able 
to comprehend with all saints, what is the length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height, and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that they might be filled 
with all the fulness of God/ And he concludes with be- 
seeching them to ^ walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
they were called;' the latter half of the epistle, even to the 
Amen at its close, being a collective view, of vast compre- 
hension and inimitable beauty, of the graces and virtues of 
which that worthiness consists, never since the departure of 
the Saviour himself from the earth, so nobly as by this poor 
* prisoner of Christ for us Gentiles' conceived. How lovely 
is the picture thus by the mighty master spread before the 
human mind; how full of glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will to men, to every humble, hope- 
ful, penitent and believing soul ! 

Our examination of the well-known passage in the eighth 
chapter of St. Paul to the Bomans, which treats of the 
election of all ' who love God and are the called a/3cording 
to his purpose,' without distinction of race or lineage, as the 
same is illustrated by the epistle to the Ephesians, being at 
length terminated, we now pass on to the ninth and two 
following chapters, in which he more immediately addresses 
his brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh, in regard 
to that doctrine. 

He first solemnly declares his sincere love for them, his 
agonizing fears on their account, and his readiness to un- 
dergo any temporal calamity for their sake. To gain their 
willing ear, he next enumerates the many gracious indica- 
tions of the divine goodness by which they had been 
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honoured, and as the chief among these, that from ' them, 
according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God 
hlessed for eyer/ He plainly affirms what he had before 
hinted, 'that they are not all Israel which are of Israel; 
neither because they are the seed of Abraham are they all 
children/ He thus draws their attention to their own origin 
as a people, reminding them withal of God's preference of 
Isaac before Ishmael, against the wish of their father 
Abraham, who 'said unto God,'0 that Ishmael might live 
before thee. And God said. As for Ishmael I have heard 
thee. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him 
fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly, and I wiU make 
him a great nation. But my coyenant will I estabHsh with 
Isaac,' ' in Isaac shall thy seed be called.' He farther brings 
to their recollection the similar transaction in the case of 
Isaac's own sons, and the greater favour shown by God, ' the 
children being not yet bom, neither haying done any good 
or evil, that his purpose according to election might stand, 
not of works, but of him that calleth,' to Jacob than to Esau; 
to the Israelites, that is to say, the descendants from Jacob, 
than to ' the Edomites, the; descendants from Esau. This 
probably is the very case, which before all others they would 
themselves have selected for debating the matter with him. 
But if what God had done for them as a people, and whereby 
they had benefited, was not unrighteous then, neither would 
the lifting up of the light of his countenance upon any other- 
people be so now. That this is his meaning, and no other,, 
appears, as from the evident intention of his argument, which 
was to reconcile them to what they could not bear to think 
of, the extension of God's church and spiritual kingdom, so 
from the two passages by which he supports it, the one taken 
from the prophet Malachi, the other from the first book of 
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Moses. * The burden of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. I 
haye loved you, saith the Lord: yet ye say. Wherein hast 
thou loyed us ? Was not Esau Jaoob s brother ? saith the 
Lord: yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, and laid his 
mountains and his heritage ymBte for the dragons of the 
wilderness/ The Lord is h^e charging Israel as a nation 
with the sin of ingratitude and forgetfiilness of his benefits. 
And ihe quotation firom the book of Genesis is yet more 
plain^ ' Two nations (said the Lord to Bebekah) are in thy 
womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy . 
bowels, and the one people shall be stronger than the other 
people, and the elder shall serve the younger.' What the 
apostle says, therefore, is meant not of the fathers, but of 
the children, and not of individual and special, but of 
national and general privileges, such as the diffusion of light 
from above, the knowledge of God's word and will, and the 
establishment of his pure worship ; or as he himself expresses 
(hem in reference to the Israelites, * the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
fiervice of God, and the promises;' privileged which had pre- 
viously been confined to a single nation, but were now to be 
thrown open to all nations, even to as many as the Lord our 
God should call. And as to the covenant made with 
and promise given to Abraham, he had abready shewn that 
it was ^ sure to all the seed, not only to that which is of the 
law, but to that also winch is of the faith of Abraham, who 
is the father of us all.' 

He asserts, moreover, the universal sovereignty of God, 
and his right, without impeachment or reply from any of his 
creatures, to * have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
compassion on whom he will have compassion' (words first 
spoken by God himself of Israel as a people); and to make 
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knoi^m the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy whom 
he had afore piepared unto glory, eyen us whom he hath 
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.' And 
he proves by quotations from their own scriptures, that such 
was not only the right, but had always been the intention of 
the Almighty, who 'saitb in Osee, I will call them my 
people which were not my people, and her beloved which 
was not beloved; and it shall come to pass that in the place 
where it was said, Yie are not my people, there shall they be 
called the children of the Uving God;' with other passages 
to shew it had been foretold, that how numerous soever 
the children of I^ael might be, how terrible soever their con- 
sumption, ^ a remnant shpuld be saved/ He states also that 
the Gentiles, without seddng it, ^ had attained to righteous- 
ness, even the righteousness which is of faith; but that 
Israd, which followed after the law of righteousness, had not 
attained to the law of righteousness, because they sought it, 
not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law, for they 
stumbled at that stumbling stone/ 

Affectionately and intensely lamenting the unbeUef 
whereby the great majority of the. nation were bringing on 
themselves irreti^ievable ruin, he says, ^ Brethren, my heart's 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be 
saved. For I bear th^m record, that they have a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge/ He then again urges 
upon them their fatal mistake in going about to establish 
their own righteousness, and not submitting themselves unto 
the righteousness of God. For that ' Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to everyone that beUeveth.' * For the 
scripture saith. Whosoever beheveth on him shall not be 
ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek ; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
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him. For whosoever shall call apon the name of the Lord 
shall he saved. How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? and how shall they preach except 
they be sent ? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things!' How consummate is the ability, how 
resistless the power of faith and reason, by which the apostle 
in these brief interrogations — ^followed by the living sentiment 
that rivets them on the mind, at the same time that he is 
furthering his paramount end — ^places on an immovable 
basis, and establishes for ever the justification of his own 
missionary labours ! With larger and nobler views of the 
extent of Gods mercy than those entertained by his country- 
men, he had before said, ' Is he the God of the Jews only ? 
Is he not also of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles also.' 
He had spoken, too, of ' some whom God had called, not of 
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.' And of all this he 
again speaks as well known to Israel by evidence which 
they could not contest, and he earnestly desired to impress 
upon them. 'First, Moses saith, I will provoke you to 
jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation 
I will anger you. But Esaias is very bold and saith, I was 
found of them which sought me not; I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith^ 
All day long have I stretched out my hands to a disobedient 
and gainsaying people.' 

He then feelingly proceeds, ' I say then. Hath God cast 
away his people' and left none remaining ? 'God forbid.' 
Where, in such case, were mine own hope of acceptance ? 
' For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
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tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away his people 
which he foreknew:' whom, having foreknown, he had once 
chosen. This declaration he illustrates by a reference to the 
somewhat similar state of the Jewish church in the time of 
Ahab : ' Wot ye not what the Scripture saith of Elias ? how 
he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, Lord, 
they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars, 
and I am left alone, and they seek my life. But what saith 
the answer of God unto him ? I have reserved to myself 
seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to the 
image of Baal.' And he adds, ' Even so then at this present 
time also, there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace. And if by grace, then it is no more of works; 
otherwise grace is no more grace;' the grace meant appearing 
to be that which is of the gospel of Christ; the works, chiefly 
those of the law given by Moses. 

The main object of the argument, as of the whole epistle, 
is to convince the deeply prejudiced and unwilling Jewish 
mind of the truth of God's call of the Gentiles, and of his 
admission x)f them as believers in Christ to all the privileges 
of his people. The people of God were and are the chosen 
of God. The mass of the Israelitish nation at that time 
having, for their unbelief and rejection of the promised 
Saviour, been rejected, were no longer his people. But 
such of them as received Christ and believed on him, being 
the remnant spoken of, were not rejected, never lost their 
election, but continued to be God's people. And to them 
were united the Gentiles that believed, to whom salvation 
had come to provoke the unbelieving Jews to jealousy. 
The tabernacle of David, which was fallen down, was now 
to be built up again in part out of new materials. How 
unanswerably conclusive to this effect are the Scriptural 
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citations, touching families of the earth never before within 
God s covenant, scattered like orient gems upon the holy 
page. * I speak to you Gentiles (says St. Paul) inasmuch 
as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office,' 
I extol to the utmost the benefits to be derived through God's 
blessing on the ministry to me committed, *if by any means I 
may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and 
might save some of them.' He then enlarges on the once 
green olive-tree, fair and of goodly jfruit, of which Abraham 
was the root, and his descendants in the line of Isaac were 
the branches. And reasoning of it with the Gentile con- 
verts, he says, ' If some of the branches be broken off, and 
thou being a wild olive shoot, wert graffed in amongst them, 
and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree, boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, 
thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say 
then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed 
in. Well, because of unbelief, they were broken off, and 
thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear. For 
if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he 
also spare not thee. Behold, therefore, the goodness and 
severity of God: on them which fell severity; but towards 
thee goodness, if thou continue in his goodness;^ otherwise 
thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not 
in unbelief, shall be graffed in, for God is able to graff them 
in again.' 

Thus we have this ' appointed preacher and apostle,' this 
* teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity,' instructing the 
converts from among the Gentiles, to regard the election 
wherewith they were blessed, as, with respect to themselves, 
suspended upon their adherence to the faith which they had 
obtained. For if God spared not the natural branches. 
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neither if they fell away, and continued not in his goodness, 
would he spare them. While the Jews are taught, if they 
ahide not in unbelief, they shall he graffed in again, * much 
more shall be graffed into their own olive tree.' With regard 
to both, the enjoyment of the blessing is made to depend, 
under God's teaching and guidance, on the agreement of 
their wills with God's will. If the Gentiles retained not the 
faith in Christ, which God by his word and Spirit had freely 
imparted to them, they would be rejected, and for the same 
cause that the generality of the Jews had been. If the Jews 
relented, and submitted to His solicitation and righteous- 
ness, the righteousness which is of God by faith. He would 
welcome them back to the arms of his mercy, and reinstate 
them in his favour. 

Abraham, and his descendants in the right line, were the 
chosen of God. ' To him and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of 
one. And to thy seed, which is Christ.' * Abraham rejoiced 
to see Christ's day; and he saw it, and was glad.' All 
believers in Christ, whether naturally descended from the 
father of the faithftil or not, are his children, and chosen of 
God, as he himself was. Abraham was the root of the tree; 
and *if the root be holy so are the branches.' The Gentile 
convert to Christianity having been a wild olive branch, is 
graffed into the good olive tree, and partakes of its root and 
fatness. The favour by which he is distinguished springs 
from the same cause, God's grace in Christ, demands the 
same faith, enjoins the same obedience, is held by the same 
tenure, is ordained to the same end; is, in short, in every 
respect the same with that of the Israelite of old, save only 
in its brighter light, and more glorious display of the grace 
of our Lorft Jesus Christ, and of the love of God, and of the 
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fellowship of the Holy Ghost, and its enduring inheritance. 
The stamp of God's unchangeahleness, in both intention and 
act, towards all that name the name of Christ, be they origi- 
nally Gentiles or of the stock of Israel, is everywhere inviolate 
in all its force and depth. Their position in Gx)d's sight 
invariably rests, under his providence and grace, on their 
belief or unbelief, and consequent observance or neglect of 
the duties which He, by his revealed will, hath bound upon 
them. If in obedience to his call, and in the power of his 
might, they enter upon the one course, and deviate not from 
it, they are blessed in their deed, and ' shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of his hand.' Should they, 
in resistance to his word and Spirit, unhappily choose and 
adhere to the other, they will be cut off, and that without 
remedy. 

Such, as gathered from the apostle's own statements in 
this most stringent part of the epistle, appears to have been 
his conception of the spiritual condition of those, who, 
whether before Jews or Gentiles, were now the called of 
Christ Jesus and the chosen of God. What adversary shall 
be able to gainsay it ? It was a condition blessed beyond 
the power of language to the true followers of those who 
through faith and patience inherited the promises, though 
not, as it should seem, in his estimate exempt from all 
danger of human defeasance. Had not the rejected Israel- 
ites been once branches of the good olive tree, how could he 
speak of them as broken off ? Had they not once stood, 
how could they have fallen ? The argument in which he 
employs these figures, proceeds on the assumption, that 
what had happened to them, might happen to others; and 
if this be not enough for our conviction, he plainly affirms 
of the Gentile converts, whom none can deny to have been 
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elected, that under the like circumstances they would be cut 
off, as the unl)elieying Israelites had already been. If then, 
according to his own account, the Israelites' once chosen had 
been, and the Gentiles now chosen might be, rejected, what 
farther testimony can we need, that the election of grace, on 
whomsoever conferred, was in the apostle's judgment not 
absolute but reversible ? 
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ELECTION AS EPITOMISED FROM ST. PAUL 

AND ST. PETER. 

The Gentile converts we learn from St. Paul to 'have 
been chosen of God in Christ before the foundation of the 
worid, that they should be holy and without blame before 
him in love.* Here then we again find Grace and Duty in 
inmiediate juxtaposition. For while the election of grace is, 
with respect to those who believed and were steadfast in the 
faith, distinctly affirmed on God's part, the reasoning of the 
apostle would seem as distinctly to prove, that it is on man's 
part, as to any certain perception by him enjoyed, an election 
not to salvation, but to the knowledge and means of sal- 
vation; to spiritual favours, to the fellowship of the gospel, 
to acquaintance with God, to membership with Christ, to 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost; all 
inestimable gifts of God to frail, sinful, and accountable 
creatures; the fruits of mere grace and goodness, whereto 
none had any title, designed by our heavenly Father for the 
kindest, most beneficial, and most lasting, yea everlasting 
ends; but which, to be of any real avail, must with His aid 
be received not in vain, but embraced, and ever held fast, 
and diligently improved to all the uses for which they were 
in mercy bestowed. 

When the Jews loudly asserted. We are the elect, and all 
the rest of the world reprobate, the substance of St. Paul's 
reply was, That whereas they, the descendants from Abraham 
and followers of the law of Moses, who walked before God 
and obeyed his commandments, were the chosen or elect of 
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God fonnerly; so are all, whether descended from Abraham 
and theretofore followers of the law of Moses or not, who 
having heard and received the gospel, believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and obey his precepts now. The reliance 
which this election warrants in the heirs of promise, is no- 
where that individual and personal assurance which might 
spring from a revealed preappointment to eternal felicity, 
absolute and indefeasible, but is uniformly the ' hope set 
before us, and which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
sure and steadfast,' so long as ^ we continue in the faith 
grounded and settled;* which, however, together with the 
choice of God whence it arises, may, for aught we know, or 
can learn of ourselves, be by us sinners trodden under foot 
and rejected, as the Saviour's gracious offer of it was by the 
Jews in their national capacity; and forfeited, where it was 
once possessed, as it has been by the churches planted in 
the Lesser Asia, and on the opposite shores of Greece by 
the aposties. 

Of the election by St. Peter announced, I seem to myself 
constrained by the evidence collected from his episties to 
give the same account. Between him, the apostie of the 
circumcision, and his fellow-servant, the apostle of the 
un- circumcision, there appears to be in this particular an 
exact coincidence of opinion. By St. Peter's account, it is 
the choice, according to the fore-knowledge of God the 
Father, of nations or of bodies of men, through sanctification 
of the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, to religious privileges — to the knowledge of God's 
word and will ; to admittance by the washing of regeneration 
into covenant with God; to the partaking of Christ and of 
the Holy Ghost; to the purification of the soul in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit; to unfeigned love of the 
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brethren; to an ability through grace for making their 
calling and election sure; and if they take heed unto them- 
selves, and be not led away with the error of the wicked, 
and fall not from their own steadfastness, but grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour, to praise, 
honour, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ, and to 
the inheritance of the blessing whereunto they were called. 

The call and choice, by whether soever of the apostles 
revealed, have immediate reference to the extension of God's 
spiritual kingdom, his kingdom of grace in this world, and 
of glory in the next, to the final establishment of which all 
things are ever tending; to the preaching of Christ among the 
Gentiles, and their reception of him as the Prophet, Priest, 
and King of the redeemed, the propitiation for their sins 
through faith in his blood in this life, and their hope of 
glory in that which is to come. And herein we see the 
fitness of the elevated and energetic language employed to 
describe it. For what more august and benevolent design 
could have been entertained than that of bringing all 
nations into the household of God, and training them, 
through the mercies of redeeming love, and a walk in all 
holy conversation and godliness, for an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away ? What 
more magnificent spectacle exhibited than the light of life 
and immortality going out on the wings of the Gospel into 
all the world? What theme more worthy of the loftiest 
eloquence imagined, than the universal difiusion of glory to 
God and happiness to man, whereby the Lord Almighty was 
indeed made known in his scriptural character as ' The One 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in us all ?* 

This gracious discovery of the divine goodness from the 
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beginning, as made known to the human mind, reveals to 
no man the secret of his own ultimate condition, but leaves 
the promises of God to be received by all as they are gene- 
rally set forth in holy writ, and that will of God to be 
followed by all which is therein expressly declared to be his 
will. Viewed in this light, which, on the authority of 
Scripture as here interpreted, claims to be that of divine 
truth, and considered in relation to faith in Christ, it is a 
doctrine fiill of ' sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to 
godly persons,' to all who by his Spirit * drawing up their minds 
to high and heavenly things,' do believe and obey the Gospel, 
in that it represents God's knowledge and guardianship of 
them as existing from everlasting to everlasting, 'doth 
greatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation 
to be enjoyed through Christ, and doth fervently kindle 
their love of God/ It magnifies the glory of God in the 
progressive evolution of his eternal scheme of mercy to all 
families of the earth. It leaves untouched the heart-consoUng 
truth that God is good to all without respect of persons. 
In no degree does it bring into question, or otherwise 
injuriously afiect the great principle of man's moral ac- 
countableness; neither can it excite in any forebodings of 
evil where God has uttered no threats, or confidence of good 
where He has held out no encouragements. 

These appear to be the opinions suggested by the inquiry 
pursued, and which has hitherto been conducted with a view 
to learn fi*om St. Peter and St. Paul what their sentiments 
were on the doctrine, in respect to man and his state of 
trial, now under consideration. St. Peter acquired his 
knowledge of the truth through daily intercourse with the 
Lord Jesus; St. Paul by his special revelation; both by 
the subsequent teaching of the Holy Spirit. To whom else 
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of the sons of men should we go ? If we have been really 
pennitted to ascertain their opinions, the state of their own 
minds, upon the question at issue, it will not be disputed 
that we have therein a proximate understanding of what 
they have written. Their doctrines alone, although inspired 
of God, may from various causes be easily misunderstood ; 
but in this case facts also, such as St. Paul's fears for his 
beloved Thessalonian converts, have been stated; and their 
combined doctrines and facts, humbly and patiently con- 
sidered, can scarcely fail to make the designed impression. 
Their conceptions, indeed, of the glory of the Omnipotent 
and his Great Salvation, must have had a reach and power 
of which our minds are utterly incapable. The language 
in which they have clothed their thoughts is often ex- 
ceedingly emphatical, of a high and mystic phraseology, far 
above the colloquial style and simple figures of speech in 
common use in our times and among ourselves. They are not 
now before us to answer our queries, and clear our doubts. We 
can only consult what they have left on record, and * which 
altereth not.' What they intended to teach we cannot but 
regard as the truth of God, and are bound implicitly to 
receive ; not to lean to our own understandings, but to sit 
at their feet, and submit our decisions to theirs; to find out 
their meaning, if by God's blessing we may, and faithfully 
to abide by it; unless, indeed, other records of equal or 
higher authority be found to teach some other lesson. 
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CONFIRMATORY APPEAL TO THE EVANGELISTS. 

Under this title we propose to take a diflferent view of 
the subject, and to examine how far the account of it 
already gathered from the epistles agrees with, or is opposed 
to, those more direct statements of the gospels which seem 
to have been specially intended to give us some insight into 
God's practical government of his creatures. 

Take, for instances, the parable of the talents, reported 
by St. Matthew in his twenty-fifth, and the somewhat 
similar apologue given by St. Luke in his nineteenth chapter. 
Both are spoken of the kingdom of God, Christ's spiritual 
kingdom, literally of the world that now is, figuratively with 
respect to that which is to come. In the former, we have a 
master about to travel into a far country, calling his servants 
and delivering to them, by way of trust or loan, his goods, 
to one five talents, to another two, to another one, * to every 
man according to his several ability/ When, after a long 
time, the day of reckoning comes, he who had received five 
talents, gives in other five, which he had gained by trading 
with the goods entrusted to him; he who had received two, 
other two; he who had received one, of which he had made 
no use, that one. The first two are commended for their 
fidelity, and in the same terms welcomed into the joy of 
their Lord. The third, though he had not squandered away 
his one talent, having made no improvement of it, is con- 
demned. The talent is taken from him, and given to him 
that has ten, with this general remark : ' Unto every one 



76 THE ELECTION OF GRACE. 

that hath shall be given, and he shall haye abundance; but 
from him that hath not, shall be taken away even that which 
he hath. — And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth/ 
The very next words (to show what was passing in the 
speaker's mind) contain his stupendous narrative of the day 
of judgment. — In. the latter, reported by St. Luke, each of 
the servants receives one pound. When called to account, 
one has gained ten pounds, another five, and the third, as 
in the other case, had made to his pound no addition. 

The master is the representative of the Son of God, who 
was himself on the eve of his departure into a far country, 
was to return after a time, and would then demand from 
each of his servants an account of his stewardship. The 
earthly goods given out for improvement in this world, are 
correspondent with the gifts furnished, and provisions 
made, chiefly with a view to the interests of the future and 
better. These are the Books of Moses and the Prophets, 
with all their wonderful discoveries of the nature, attributes, 
and providence of God; the Gospel of Christ, with its light 
and power, its living example, and divine precepts; the 
Sabbath, with its perpetual attestation to the glory of the 
Creator, the sweet music of its church-going bells, its rest 
for the wearied body, its comfort for the dejected soul; the 
Church, with its ordinances of worship in spirit and in truth, 
and its holy sacraments; the solemn Assembly, where the 
rich and poor meet together in affectionate brotherhood 
before the Lord the Maker of them all. Whatever, in short, 
teaches, encourages, and prevails upon us to be and to do 
good; everything, moreover, that is conferred upon us — 
health, strength, ability of mind or body; everything that 
we are enabled to acquire-^skill, learning, position in 
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society; and in and with all the indwelling graces of God's 
good Spirit. The Lord cannot he said, as hy the wicked 
and slothful servant he was, to reap where he hath not 
sown, nor to gather where he hath not strowed. He doth 
not expect bricks where he giveth not straw. None of the 
servants are left without their due and suitable provision, 
none without the means of rendering usefiil and effective 
service. In human life there must be differences in both 
capacity and endowment. But if to each are given gifts 
* according to his several ability ;' though the cups differ in 
size, every cup is fiiU. And this is our Lords own desorip- 
tion of his kingdom, election thereto being God's pre- 
intention of mercy, and admittance thereto the fulfilment of 
the same. Does it not clearly harmonize with the absence 
before noted of any preference or distinction among the 
admitted ? Whether one servant be furnished with larger 
supplies than another, or all receive alike, each has his 
sufficient and appropriate allotment, all are treated with an 
even hand of goodness and mercy. Power adequate to the 
trust reposed is given to all. They who make no improve- 
ment are alike condemned: they who gain most are pro- 
portionably rewarded. 

The truly faithful, indeed, will always give to God the 
praise of the glory of his grace, will divest themselves of 
every plea, will urge no claim, will make no boast, will 
confess the unprofitableness of their best efforts, will mourn 
over the defects of their least worthless services, will throw 
themselves prostrate at the foot of the cross, and confide in 
mercy alone. ' God be merciful to us sinners for our 
Saviour's sake,' will be at all seasons the prayer most fi'e- 
quently on their hps, most congenial to their hearts. They 
will nevertheless press steadily onward to the goal, will be 
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ready to every good work, whatever their hands find to do 
will do it with all their might, ever repenting, believing, 
fearing, loving, learning, and obeying, aa time flows on, and 
life decays, and death draws near; and to their latest hour 
doing all they can for the purest and most excellent of 
causes, God's glory, and their own and others' salvation. 
' She hath done what she could' is our Lord's own commen- 
dation of a duty to him that one of his devoted followers had 
discharged. Prompted, as it doubtless was, of God, the 
willing compliance and costly sacrifice are by him ascribed 
to herself; and ^ Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done 
shall be spoken of, for a memoripl of her.' When the 
Saviour said, ' If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink;' or, * ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you : for every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and to 
him that knocketh, it shall be opened;' are we really to 
believe, that firom any that heard the invitation, ability to 
come, to ask, to seek, and to knock, was, and fi'om the 
beginning of the world had been withheld ? ' Draw nigh to 
God, and He will draw nigh to you.* * If ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him ?* The motive, the impulse, the gift, is 
always of God in Christ; the proper use thereof is, under 
God's continued aid, required of man. This, it is humbly 
conceived, is his probation; this, his trial. In this, if he 
fail, lies his guilt ; and, unless it be given him to see his 
error, to repent, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
in this, his condemnation. 

In the parables before us, the goods allotted are chiefly 
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the instruments and means of grace, and the ordinary gifts 
of the Holy Spirit inciting to their proper use. He who 
worked out no improvement of them would seem to have 
heen condemned for not doing what, hy the grant made to 
him, he was enabled to do. They had been intrusted to him 
that he might turn them to advantage, might augment them 
as the others had done, might render his account of them, 
together with the increase, with joy to his master; who, as 
he well knew, would not be backward to acknowledge his 
^fidelity. The gifts themselves would seem to carry with 
them both the natural ability where it was not, and the 
moral competency, which none before and of himself had, to 
make the advance required. To deny this, is virtually to 
deny the giaixt altogether. It is to say, that while some 
received both power and will, others received power only; 
and so in lieu of equality, to create the widest difference in 
their conditions. And thus the great lesson, taught indi- 
rectly in the one parable, directly in the other, that all in 
effect received alike, and were rewarded or punished simply 
according to their faithfulness or negligence, is ignored and 
done away. And the wisest, most explicit, most intelligible 
accounts of man's moral position under the blessed gospel ever 
given are, as to any useful result, blotted out and cancelled 
by a presumed distinction between the grants made, whereof 
neither parable says one word, or gives the least intimation, 
but which indeed is inconsistent with the tenour of them 
both. 

Whether the doctrine by both the gospels and epistles 
thus seeming to be delivered as the truth of God for the 
information of all people, be that which in times long after- 
wards has by many been adopted, we now proceed to 
examine. 
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ELECTION AS IT HAS BEEN HERETOFORE, OR IS STILL 

HELD BY OTHERS. 

This doctrine is presented under two several aspects. 
Under the one, * God pre-destined and fore-willed Adam's 
fall. All are bom of the same corrupt mass of perdition, 
and out of this mass God elects some. For all men are not 
created on equal terms, but to some of them eternal life is 
pre-ordained, and to others eternal condemnation. Man's 
desires and endeavours have no part in working out his sal- 
vation. It is not in man's power to refiise or accept divine 
grace.' Under the other, ' From the mass of mankind who 
were ruined by Adam's disobedience, a certain number were 
elected as vessels of mercy, to be redeemed from punishment 
by the sacrifice of Christ, and to be the recipients of such 
grace as should lead them irresistibly to holiness, whilst the 
non-elect are left to undergo the penalty of their sin and 
unbelief. The doctrine is thus practically taught. God 
promises pardon and remission of sins to all that believe 
and repent, but he promises grace to believe and repent only 
to those whom, by his absolute covenant, he has engaged to 
bring through faith and repentance to salvation.' These 
accounts of the two systems are extracted from widely known 
and approved works of recent publication. The one is 
called the supra-lapsarian ; the other, the sub-lapsarian 
scheme. DiflFering much in matter and expression, they 
agree in three particulars, all, apparently, at the least open 
to grave suspicion. 



THE ELECTION OF GRACE. 81 

Both schemes impute to the Al mighty a mode of deal- 
ing with his creatures, which is not recognised in, 
but disowned by, his word. 

By both, election is made independent on fore-know- 
ledge in God. 

According to both, election is carried into effect by a 
grace that leads men irresistibly (without power in 
men to withstand it) to holiness. 

We go on to notice the three exceptions just now taken. 

The first questionable particular in which the two 
schemes have been said to agree is briefly. That 
both impute to the Almighty what his word denies. 

Under both, all mankind being bom of the same corrupt 
mass, certain of the number were chosen to salvation, for no 
good in them, no improvement they would make of the 
talents intrusted to them; while the rest were either rejected 
or passed over, and left to undergo the penalty of their 
ungodliness. If this statement appear plainly on the face 
of holy writ, it must be acquiesced in, under the weighty 
expostulations, * Nay but, man, who art thou that repliest 
against God T * Yea, let God be true, but every man a 
liar.* And even if not allowed to advance that plea, still, 
the source whence it is believed to come being considered, 
must it be treated with circumspection and seriousness. I 
trust it will be deemed no violation of this rule to allege, 
that such mercy shown to some, and withheld fi-om others, 
would seem to savour of partiality, or ' respect of persons 
(of which) with God there is none.* While the oracles of 
God with one voice proclaim that every human being to< 
whom His name is known, is equally with all others entitled, 
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humbly and with filial affectioii, to call upon Him as his 
Father, one cannot but require, on the same authority, strict 
demonstration of a scheme of doctrine, which is constructed 
on the assumption that no such general title exists; that 
with God is respect of persons, nothing but respect of 
persons, originating in his intent and decree, and of neces- 
sity carrying with it eternal consequences. This objection 
is shortly and without argument submitted to observance 
It must have often occurred, and may admit of a satisfac- 
tory answer; but on what acknowledged law of reasoning is 
by no means evident. 

The second charge against the two schemes is, That by 
both election is made independent on fore-knowledge 
in God. 

That fore-knowledge and election have no necessary 
affinity may be undeniable, but that by St. Peter and St. 
Paul alike, under whose guidance we first entered on the 
inquiry, they are very significantly set forth as closely con- 
nected, is at the least equally undeniable. ' Elect according 
to the fore-knowledge of God the Father,' says the ope; 
* Whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate,' says the 
other. And awfully mysterious and inscrutable as is this 
part of the subject, if such language have for human com- 
prehension any meaning, it would seem to be, that the pre- 
intention and acts of the Creator touching his creatures are 
grounded upon his fore-knowledge of them, his foresight of 
the faith and obedience, which in his strength they would 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits. If ' whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate,' the predestination 
would to us, for whose instruction the statement is made, 
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appear to be consequent upon the fore-knowledge. If ' the 
election is according to fore-knowledge/ the meaning would 
seem to be, that it is agreeable, suitable, apposite thereto. 
And if the predestination be to acceptance in the Beloved, 
then does it follow, in support of our former exposition of 
God's word in many instances, that what he foreknew of 
them, and foresaw in their walk and conversation, it pleased 
Him, in his love for them in Christ, to approve. 

That the inferences thus drawn are not without verisimi- 
litude, is seen in our blessed Redeemer's own account of the 
mercy to be shown in the day of judgment to them on the 
right heind, and which is in infinite condescension repre- 
sented as a recognition of the mercy by them shown in the 
days of their flesh, for his sake, to their suflFering fellow- 
creatures. 'Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation df the world. 
For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me in : 
naked, and ye clothed me : I was sick, and ye visited me : I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me. Inasmuch* as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.* But, indeed, whether the deductions 
above proposed for considerance be admitted or rejected, 
that election is in some important sense dependent on fore- 
knowledge, admits of no dispute. 

If it is elsewhere said, ' He hath predestinated us to the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself according 
to the good pleasure of his will,* although his prescience be 
not there mentioned, yet can it not be excluded. The will 
and fore-knowledge of God are both to be taken into account, 
as concurring and co-operating in the election. God's will 
is but another term for all that is wise, and just, and 
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mercifol. He * will have all men to be sayed, and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth/ * He hath no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live.' Grievous and manifold as are our trans- 
gressions, ' He is long-sufiering to usward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.' 
* He delighteth in mercy.' And it is not until all fitting 
means of amendment have been tried, and tried without effect, 
that * the Lord riseth up to do his work, his strange work, 
to bring to pass his act, his strange act;' and that the final 
sentence goeth forth in righteous indignation. Qn what 
principle soever, then, the Almighty be conceived to pre- 
determine and to act with regard to his creatures, his 
measures can never be said, consistently with his word, to be 
irrespective either of his fore-knowledge of them, or of wise, 
just, and merciful considerations; and especially of those 
most gracious and encouraging of all verities, that ' Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,' to 'give 
repentance unto Israel and remission of sins,' to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world;' and so coming, * gave himself a 
ransom for all to be testified in due time.' And it is surely 
very hard, if in the natural sense of the words it be possible, 
to reconcile these plain scriptural propositions, beaming in 
heaven's own light, either with the assertion, ' that all men 
are not created on equal terms, but to some of them eternal 
life is pre-ordained, and to others eternal condemnation;' or 
with the analogous, though milder and more cautious state- 
ment, ' that from the mass of mankind who were ruined by 
Adam's transgression, a certain number were elected as 
vessels of mercy, to be redeemed from punishment by the 
sacrifice of Christ, whilst the non-elect are left to undergo 
the penalty of their sin and unbeUef.' 
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The third particular animadverted on is, That accord- 
ing to both schemes, election is carried into effect by 
means of a grace that leads men irresistibly to holiness. 

Now, it is not for an instant doubted that the grace of 
Him who * doeth according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth,' may be 
irresistible, but solely made a question whether He himself, 
in its application to the conversion of sinners, hath taught 
us so to regard it. Before the flood, * the Lord said, My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh;' the moral state of man at the time being thus 
depicted : ' And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it 
repented the Lord that he hc^ made man upon the earth, 
and it grieved him at his [heart.* The account implies that 
the Spirit had long striven with man, and had striven in 
vain, until at length ' all flesh having corrupted his way,' the 
patience of the Lord was wearied and worn out, and he 
said, 'I will destroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth, for it repenteth me that I have made him.' 
This is the history of the whole species in that age, Noah 
and his family alone excepted. We know what followed. 
The Lord did not send a resistless grace to convert them, 
but he sent a deluge to destroy them. In a sentence or 
two, uttered by one full of the Holy Ghost in after times, 
we have in like manner the history, extending over many 
years, of his once chosen, but then degenerate, people, * Ye 
stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ? 
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And they have slain them which showed before of the 
coming of the Just One, of whom ye have been now the 
betrayers and the murderers/ We know what very shortly 
followed in this instance also. These things are written for 
our admonition ; and it is thus indirectly that the gravest 
instruction is often given us, as well as in those passages 
wherein we are directly taught the same, as * Know ye not 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ? If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are ;* to say nothing, beyond the briefest notice, of 
those monitions which are drawn strictly to a point, as vex 
not, grieve not, do not despite to, quench not the Spirit. 
These are among the chief scriptural testimonies, showing 
that the converting grace of God has been long and fatally, 
and may, one would think without proof to the contrary, 
still be resisted. Others there are which, though not so full 
to the purpose, have yet some claim to our notice. 

Thus we are exhorted to neglect not, to stir up the gift of 
God which is in us, to profit by it, to hear what the Spirit 
saith, to sow to the Spirit, to be filled with the Spirit, to 
devote ourselves to God, as for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, so for the love of the Spirit. * If ye live after the 
flesh,' it is said, * ye shall die, but if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live/ * If we live 
in the Spirit (we are) also to walk in the Spirit;' to lead 
spiritual lives in all holy conversation and godliness. To 
such * there is no condemnation.' The Scriptures represent 
this unspeakable gift as a Spirit of truth and wisdom, of 
purity and holiness, of righteousness, and peace, and joy, 
coming to and making his abode with us, convincing of sin, 
guiding into all truth, leading, inciting, and inclining to all 
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good, renewing and sanctifying us; as sufiGicient for us^ not 
safiPering us to be tempted above that we are able, adequate 
to every emergency, if we resist him not, but avail ourselves 
of his heavenly aid; as lightening our darkness, helping our 
infirmities, supporting, strengthening, saving us; operating, 
however, not by compulsion, not by coercing the stubborn 
will, but by persuasion; ' drawing with cords of a man, with 
bands of love.' 

The constitution of mind, given and continued to man, 
would seem to intimate that the motives, whether moral or 
spiritual, by which he is to be led into the right path, were 
meant to leave him some power of choice, and not to 
exercise over him a resistless influence. Against all constraint 
men instinctively rebel. There is a way to every heart, in 
some more open, in others more concealed, but in all to be 
sought and won by friendliness, brotherhood, considerate 
kindness, and by nought besides. Almighty God is the 
Author of our nature in its purer phases, and this feature 
especially we know to be from above. By Him we are 
taught, ^if any man be overtaken in a fault, to restore such 
a one in the spirit of meekness.' By Him, that in trying to 
bring home one that is gone astray, we are to ' count him 
not as an enemy, but to admonish him as a brother.' By 
Him, that ' the servant of God must not strive, but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves, if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, and 
that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the 
devil who are taken captive by him at his will.' These are 
the winning, most inducive, most effective means of con- 
version to that reUgion whose foundation is faith, whose 
superstructure is love; or both in one, faith working by 
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love; love of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; love of God for his own sake, of man for Gods 
sake. 

In no other way did the Bedeemer himself, the perfect 
example of all wisdom and every virtue, more brightly 
evince his knowledge of what was in man, than in showing 
mildness, mercy, and pity to all that came to him. He who 
so loved them as to give Himself for them could not have 
spoken and acted otherwise; but coming as he did to seek 
and to save that which was lost, the mind that was in him, 
his gentleness and humiUty, his habitual demeanour and 
mode of expression, were above all things calculated to 
secure his object. ' What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee ? ' * Go and do thou likewise.* * Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of.' ' What, could ye not watch 
with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.* What He said by his word — He who is * the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever — ^has,if our own Christian 
experience, if our holiest and calmest feelings, our approval 
under his teaching of the things which are most exceUent 
may be at all reUed on, ever since done, and still continues 
to do by his Spirit, soHciting and influencing God's crea- 
tures, fallen as they are, yet still endued with reason and 
conscience, through those distinctive faculties of their 
common nature. How he works we are not told, we cannot 
say, we do not know; but a compulsory grace, regarded as 
his ordinary instrument in selecting men to be a people for 
his name, and farthering their salvation, would appear to be 
equally opposed to ' the meekness of wisdom,* in the strength 
of which ' he went about doing good,* neither breaking the 
bruised reed, nor quenching the smoking flax, but gently 
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healing the one^ and fanning into a flame the other; to the 
unanswerable reasoning which breathes throughout both his 
own discourses and the writings of his evangelists and 
apostles; and to all the affectionate, hope-inspiring attrac- 
tions of tenderness and benevolence exemplified in his own 
dealings with us, all the conciliatory directions by him 
issued for our guidance in our dealings with each other. 

To all this it may perhaps be answered that grace, and 
above all that of election, once bestowed, whether it be 
compulsory or not, is inalienable; for that, 'as touching the 
election, the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.* 
The apostle's authority we everywhere unreservedly and 
without hesitation acknowledge. His meaning here is, that 
God would not repent of his favour shown to the people 
whom he had once chosen, so as to cast them off utterly 
and for ever. His gifts and calling he had repented of, and 
had withdrawn from the great body of that people. They 
were continued to those only of them who believed in 
Christ, and sought the righteousness which was of faith in 
him, and would be restored back to all their co-temporaries 
and descendants who should follow the example thus set 
them. Notwithstanding their national excision, the Lord's 
faithfulness was sufficiently vindicated by what had been 
done at the time then present, and would be more conspi- 
cuously manifested at a fiiture season. But if it be deduced 
from the passage that God's gifts and calling are never 
repented of in the case of any who hieid once been favoured 
with them, the inference is plainly contradicted by the Ml 
of the very people with regard to whom the remark was 
made. And as to individuals, what mean such petitions 
as ' Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me?' Such exhortations as ' Quench not 
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tha Spirit.' Such threatenings as * He that despised Moses 
law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: of 
how much sorer punishment suppose ye, shall he he thought 
worthy, who hajJi trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?' As there is 'one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all,' so is there 'one Spirit.' 
This Spirit must of God's mercy in Christ have been con- 
ferred, ere he C6in be done despite to, quenched, or taken 
away. And I do not feel myself at liberty to conceive that 
such passages are the coinage of the idle brain, whoUy 
imaginary, and without foundation in the nature of things. 
Scripture inspired of God must, one would think, deal in 
realities, and not have recourse to feigned motives to 
obedience. And to adopt the words of a singularly acute 
and able writer, who has rendered the greatest services to 
the truth, and 'being dead yet speaketh,' 'the fourth 
chapter of Ephesians, verse thirty, is a warning voice upon 
the subject. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God; therefore 
he may be grieved: being given, he may be rejected: 
rejected, he may be withdrawn.* 

Though, however, we thus speak of the penal withdrawal 
of God's slighted Spirit, let it not be thought that we in the 
least degree undervalue that his indispensable aid, believing 
as we do with all our heart and mind, we can do nothing spiri- 
tually good without being both disposed and enabled thereto; 
'without the grace of God by Christ preventing us that we 
may have a good will, and working widi us when we have 
that good will.* And we earnestly pray to God that he will 
* prevent us in all our doings with his most gracious favour, 
and forther us with his continual help, that in all our works 
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begun, continued, and ended in him, we may glorify his 
holy ncune, and finally by his mercy obtain everlasting life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord/ In this belief we Uve; in 
this we trust it will be permitted us to die. 

The three particulars now considered involve some of the 
principal difficulties with which the doctrine as above stated, 
in either view, is encumbered, and which, taken conjointly 
with the result of our previous inquiries, with the rooted 
prepossessions of the Jews, and, above all, with God's purpose 
of granting to the Gentiles repentance unto life, must be 
allowed to weaken its claim to trust and confidence, if not 
to set it aside. The election of grace, meanwhile, as it 
seems to be propounded in the Scriptures of both the Old 
and the New Testaments, to have been taught to the 
evangelists, and held by the apostles of both the circum- 
cision and the uncircumcision, is jfree fi*om these, and it 
may be firom all other objections. According to revelation, 
it would appear to have the following properties. 
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THE CHIEP PBOPBBTIES OP ELECTION, AS GENEBALLT 

REVEALED. 

By the election of grace^ as it appears to be generally set 
forth in God s word, we understand his choice of men, 
according to his foreknowledge of them from the beginning, 
whether Greeks or Jews, barbarians, Scythians, bond or 
free, ' to be a people for his name,' to have ' given unto 
them the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,' to ' be conformed 
to the image of his Son' in righteousness and true holiness; 
under the promise, if they abide in Him, and hold fast 
their profession, of an eternal inheritance : to which choice 
all faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus are humbly and 
thankfully to ascribe their spiritual advantages and final 
salvation. 

To men it is the fore-runner of their admittance, in and 
through Christ, to blessings and privileges of inestimable 
value, by themselves wholly unmerited^ but capable of and 
intended for improvement at their hands, and if unimproved 
liable to forfeiture: such admittance having been before the 
coming of Christ a hidden mystery to ages and generations, 
but by the Gospel published abroad, and ever since an 
object of holy contemplation and lively hope to penitent 
and believing souls, but of distinct individual application 
and personal assurance to none. 

It is carried into effect through the sacrifice of the death 
of Christ once oflfered, the gift of the Holy Spirit poured 
out from on high and continually renewed, the teaching 
free as the vital air of the pure word of God, and the ritual 
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means of grace, of which Baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
the chief, not neglected, but sought after, profited by, and 
diligently applied to the purposes to which they were 
ordained — the glory of God and the good of men. 

Its ultimate result and final issue being yet among the 
deep things of God, and to his creatures secret and inde- 
terminate, it operates by constraint on none, but leaves to 
all freedom of will, with such light and strength as it may 
please God to give them, to choose their own course, and 
therefore accountable to him for the choice they make. 

If such be its character in brief detail, it would seem to 
be in close accordance with the whole current of Scripture, 
giving to God the glory of His omniscience, justice, mercy, 
immutability, and all other perfections; and leaving to man 
his hopes and his fears, a life-long experience of numberless 
undeserved benefits, the use of an enlightened judgment, 
the convictions of his own conscience, and the yoke of his 
responsibility. In such as take a sincere and deep interest 
in religion, and are sensible of a disposition in themselves 
to repent and forsake sin, to love and fear God, to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, to depend for acceptance on him 
alone, and to pray for and yield themselves to the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, it is a subject of devout meditation and 
sober joy. The hope which it imfolds consists only with 
perseverance in well-doing, and incites to a humble walk 
with God in all his ordinances, to a loving walk with men 
in all their wants and reasonable wishes. In no degree 
does it interfere with or affect our free agency. It acts 
upon us no otherwise than as a gentle excitement to all 
goodness. It falls in with every call, invitation, precept, 
and promise of God's word, issues the same injunctions, 
speaks the same language with them all, places every 



94 THE ELECTION Of GRACE. 

believing soul more immediately imder the eye of God, in- 
troduces to a new and more intimate relation to the High 
and Holy One, points and confirms the exhilarating antici- 
pation that looks beyond the cares, and troubles, and 
sorrows of this fading life, to a final and enduring settlement 
in the mansions of the blessed, ^ when the dust shall return 
to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God 
who gave it/ As such, it is commended, and commends 
itself to all acceptation, without the slightest pretence on 
the part of its scriptural advocates to pierce through the 
clouds and darkness that shroud the throne, and shield from 
mortal gaze the majesty of the Eternal. 
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LIMITS OF THE INQUIRY. 

It will have been observed that we nowhere venture to 
speculate upon any intention or purpose that may be 
supposed to lie undivulged in the unfathomable depths of 
the Godhead. Our own continuance here from hour to 
hour, our very life, is to ourselves the most inexplicable of 
mysteries. What, then, can we know of the Great First 
Cause, * in whom we live, and move, and have our being,' 
or of his providence and government, beyond what He in 
the infinitude of his goodness hath been pleased to com- 
municate ? ' Such knowledge is too wonderful for us: it is 
high, we cannot attain unto it.' ^ Verily thou art a God 
that hidest thyself.' ' Thy way is in the sea, and thy path 
in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known.' Our 
sole concern with the doctrine before us, is to discover the 
light in which God in his word hath placed it for our 
encouragement and support, the formation of our judgment, 
the direction of our practice. The written law of God is 
the visible transcript of his moral excellencies, and the 
main source of what little acquaintance we have with him. 
It is holy, just, and good. Such, therefore, is He. We 
know Him from the righteous, and equitable, and benevolent 
rules which He hath laid down for our observance. Hence 
we are taught more efiectively thaa by open revelation, that 
' in Him is no sin;' that in the Supreme Intelligence ^what- 
soever things are honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report, 
if there be any virtue, any praise,' all exist in unalloyed. 
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immaculate perfectness; that as He is 'not tempted with 
eyil, so neither tempteth He any man;' that He * hardeneth ' 
none, 'loveth' not one, nor 'hateth* another, before they 
have done good or evil, in the sense in which we understand 
hardening, loving, and hating. Much of the obscurity that 
hangs Uke a cloud over the line of our researches, has been 
raised by the Jewish custom of attributing everything, evil 
as well as good, to the Almighty ; much to idiomatic pecu- 
liarities, the clew to the precise meaning of which has long 
since perished in the lapse of ages. Who can now be sure 
that he puts the right construction, neither elevating nor 
lowering the import, on any language or modes of speech of 
the men of a distant age, Hellenists beyond all others, the 
same having been by them metaphorically applied to the 
things of God ? It is by no means improbable that many 
terms convey to us the notion of a sentence or decree more 
strongly and definitely than they were meant to do; and 
that what is spoken of as an interposition of the Almighty, 
whether in love or in anger, may have often been rather a 
consequence of the mercies which He had vouchsafed, or of 
the laws which He had established. All this may be said of 
many things whereof some account is given. On matters not 
laid open, made known neither in the whole nor in part, 
impenetrable, and palpably out of our reach, bearing in 
mind that ' God is in heaven and we are upon earth,' that 
* his ways are higher than our ways, and his thoughts than 
our thoughts,* we take not upon ourselves to express any 
opinion, or to form any hypothesis. 

If, then, I be asked. Do you mean to deny that God has 
his secret ones, whom from the beginning he hath chosen 
unto himself, and who, being kept by his power through 
faith, will stand in their lot in the end of the days, and 



THE ELECTION OF GRACK 97 

infallibly attain unto scJvation? my reply is, I mean 
nothing of the kind. Far from my pen and from my 
thoughts be such presumption. * the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out ! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor?' What I do mean is, to leave 
this point where the Scriptures appear to me to have left it 
— under its own awful obscurity. It belongs to God alone, 
is not within the limits prescribed to our inquiry, is among 
the things which the Father hath put in his own power. 
There, in implicit reliance on his goodness and mercy in 
Christ, we are humbly and thankfully content that until the 
time appointed for discovery it should remain. The election 
revealed would seem to convey present graces, blessings, 
privileges, transcending all price, attainable solely through 
God's willingness to spare and to save; but which, as 
insisting upon certain indispensable observances — *the 
denial of ungodliness and worldly lusts, a sober, righteous, 
and godly life, a looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ' — ^may, or for aught we know, may not, issue in final 
safety. This is said in the absence of sure scriptural proof 
that election, and the gift of such grace as would without 
fail make and keep men holy, always go together. 

Do you then (it may be further demanded of me) mean 
to condemn, or to insinuate doubts of the sincerity of any 
one who holds the tenet of absolute election ? Equally far 
from my pen and from my thoughts be such injustice. 
^ Who art thou that judgest another's servant ? to his own 
Master he standeth or falleth.* I know too well the plague 
of my own heart to be in any danger on that side, and can 
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even readily conceive by what steps, each of them unobjec- 
tionable, he has reached his fevourite station. — ^I confide 
(he may say) in him whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation for my sins. Such confidence could never have 
been mine, had it not been given to me. I can picture to 
myself no time whereat my Father which is in heaven did 
not intend to give it me. From the very first, for so far my 
grateful reflections carry me, he of his own mere goodness 
had a purpose of mercy to me. He called me by his Gospel. 
By his Spirit he drew me to give ear to the call. I have 
peace and joy in believing and obeying his word, and am 
thence persuaded that he has justified me fireelybyhis grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; and that 
having brought me thus far, he will not suffer me, unworthy 
and unprofitable as I am, to perish at last, but will keep 
that which I have committed unto him agednst that day. — 
Such may be his views and hopes; and so long as he truly 
repents of his sins, and trusts in the Redeemer of sinners, 
such without human censure they may continue to be. 
This is the election dear to many lowly and affectionate 
minds of a purely Christian type. It has respect to God's 
grace and favour only; is a thankfiil acknowledgment of his 
eternal love for the penitent and believing; and if held with 
that indistinctness which cleaves to all our conceptions of 
the infinitely exalted and incomprehensible Being before 
whom the angels hide their faces, and the heavens are 
not clean, is open to no reproof. Innocent, however, and 
cheering as this persuasion may be, we must not mistake it 
for indisputable testimony to God's having firom the first 
predestined those who entertain it to glory everlasting. 
This would be to confound it with *a knowledge of the 
mind of the Lord 'that has been conceded to none; an 
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acquaintance with Mb divine counsel, which he in his 
wisdom hath hitherto withheld, secret to us and unrevealed. 
Scriptural examples, indeed, of men so distinguished 
might tend to lift up the veil. But here again we are at 
fault. We have seen what St. Paul says of himself to the 
Philippians in the year 61, and to the Corinthians in the 
year 56. And though, when his departure from the scene 
of his labours was now at hand, he writes in the year 65 to 
Timothy, ' I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but 
also unto all them that love his appearing;' it is not alto- 
gether certain, but that even then his happy affiance might 
spring rather from his experience of the Lord's never-failing 
goodness, than from any express personal disclosure of the 
divine intentions towards him. Here is the case of one, 
confessedly *a chosen vessel unto the Lord,* who was 
favoured with * abundance of revelations,* and * caught up 
into paradise, and heard unspeakable words which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter.* This fails until the close of his 
career, and frimishes no indubitable instance at that time; 
and where, unless it be that of the proto-martyr in his hour 
of trial, where shall we find another ? 

The question, Am I in sincerity and truth a Christian? 
may be meekly answered, though indeed rather as of desire 
and opinion than of conviction, through a conscientious 
comparison of my heart and life with the standard of God's 
law. But Am I irrevocably chosen of God to salvation? is 
a very different matter, evidently out of my grasp, and to be 
infallibly learned only by direct communication from above. 
And what scriptural authority have I for expecting that? 

H 2 
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When we humbly and devoutly investigate any question of 
experience, such as the general agreement of our thoughts, 
words, and deeds, with the rule laid down for our guidance, 
there is a criterion to be applied, an insight to be acquired, 
a near approximation to certainty to be attained. If ' the 
Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God,' by his * fruit' he beareth it, in ' love, joy, 
peace, long-suflfering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.' But in whatever respects the supposed decrees 
of the Almighty, and our individual share in his regard^ 
whether the same be referred to a period anterior to the 
beginning or subsequent to the end of time, all is thick 
darkness, * even darkness that may be felt.' To say of any 
man that he is irreversibly chosen of God, is by prophetic 
anticipation to af&rm that he is finally accepted. Is this, 
or anything undeniably to the same purport, in fact affirmed 
of his best, and holiest, and dearest friends by either of the 
apostles whom we have been consulting? We know of 
whom and by whom it was said, * The Lord grant unto him 
that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day.* Seldom, 
indeed, do they go further. Under their instruction, the 
most advanced Christian, he that has drunk deepest of the 
fountain of eternal truth, 'walks (especially in whatever 
relates to the future state) by faith, and not by sight.' * His 
life is hid with Christ in God.' * He sees through a glass 
darkly. He knows only in part.* The vast interminable 
prospect stretches far away before him; but night, the 
shadow of the earth, hangs over, and shuts it out from 
inspection. Even his own portion in it is among the things 
not seen as yet. * All the days of his appointed time must 
he wait until his change come.' In that blissful hour the 
light at length shall dawn, the day star arise in his heart. 
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and the veil be removed from before his eyes. He shall see 
his Saviour face to face, and ' then shall he know, even as 
also he is known.* 

* He that endureth unto the end shall be saved/ is the 
Eedeemer s rule. ' Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life,* is what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. Of every one that so endureth, and is saved — of 
every one that is faithful unto death and receiveth a crown 
of life — all will acknowledge that he was from the begin- 
ning of the number of those whom God had chosen. In 
such case, it is from the end that we look back to the 
beginning; and it is only from the end assumed to have 
been reached, that we infer anything of the beginning. And 
so that the crown be through God*s mercy in Christ indeed 
attained, the election of God having had its perfect work, in 
what sense the phrase is understood, may seem to be of little 
moment. Be it understood, however, as it may, the election 
itself depends not on the view taken of it. The answer to 
the question. To what was he elected ? whether to salva- 
tion, or to the means both material and spiritual of salvation? 
is still in abeyance. From such fancied retrospects, such 
assumptions of human device, no present knowledge of any- 
thing within the veil can be derived. The end itself, not 
assimied to be, but in reality reached, with its lucent dis- 
coveries of what eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor heart 
conceived, can alone give perfect satisfaction on inquiries of 
this intricacy. And to us * the end is not yet.* In the 
meantime, * What is written in the law? how readest thou?* 
This is our sole true source of information; this, our only 
security. Into the eternal power, knowledge, and wisdom 
of God, beyond what is written, we hazard no investigation. 
' The secret things belong unto the Lord our God, but those 
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things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children 
for ever, that we may do all the works of this law/ Here 
are the clearly defined bounds, within which we may, with 
His help, walk in the light of the Lord, and ' serve Him 
with our spirits in the gospel of his Son;' but without 
which we have no sure defence against self-deception, and 
the weakest and wildest hallucinations 
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THE CONCLUSION. 

It is my earnest wish to think and speak of all sincere 
beUef with unfeigned respect; and I cannot doubt that both 
the supra-lapsarian and sub-lapsarian schemes are held 
with entire conviction by many serious persons without 
injury, if not with advantage, to their morals. I farther 
admit the unfairness of imputing to any tenet consequences 
not allowed by its advocates to be such. But if the absolute 
and particular election of some from the beginning, and the 
rejection or pretention of all others, according to either 
scheme, be insisted upon as essential to the Christian 
system, it would be thought, if I do not widely err, by the 
greater part of men * jealous for the Lord God of hosts,' of 
sound judgment, and adequate biblical knowledge, injuriously 
to affect, if not of itself to constitute, the whole evangelical 
institution; to attribute to the Almighty counsels and acts, 
which have no due warrant in Scripture ; to revive, how un- 
wittingly soever on the part of its adherents, under a new 
form, the old Jewish claim to exclusive favour; to nullify 
the pfttemity of the Lord God Omnipotent over all his 
children; by the will and decree of the All-meroiftd to 
confine to a special class the general benefit of Christ's 
redemption; to render the going out into alt the world, and 
preaching the gospel to every creature, and baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, an embassy and inauguration to none but a certain 
pre- appointed portion of them; to shut out, by denying to 
aU the rest any moral power of obedience, that most per- 
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spicuous view of human existence which exhibits it as a 
state of probation; and appearing in some sort to charge 
the sins of the non-elect on the inevitable exigencies of their 
condition, to involve in doubt the sense of responsibility in 
man, that heaven-ordained preservative against transgres- 
sion. What is demanded in support of such an election, is 
not a foregone decision of the human mind, but scriptural 
proof; and that, neither in the solemn affirmations, nor in 
the glowing imagery, of the Great Charter of our hopes, 
wiU easily, if at aU, be found. 

Whereas God's election of men from the beginning, ac- 
cording to His fore-knowledge of them, unaccompanied by 
either rejection or pretention, to which all true believers are 
to ascribe their present advantages and future inheritance, 
from the first determined on, and from time to time de- 
veloped, in order to repentance and faith, to fear and love 
and holy obedience, in grace begun and carried on, and on 
endurance to the end through grace in glory perfected, an 
object to mankind of hope only, and neither of individual 
appropriation or personal assurance, set forth as by the 
quotations and reasonings herein adduced it appears to be 
in holy writ, would seem to answer every condition of the 
complex problem, so far as it relates to man, proposed for 
solution. This election would appear to glorify our Father 
which is in heaven, to honour the Son even as it honours 
the Father, to exalt and magnify the Holy Ghost: to be in 
entire harmony with every distinctly intelligible declaration 
of His word, as where He saith by Isaiah, * Ho every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me, hear, and your soul shall live;' by Jeremiah, 
' house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter ? 
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saith the Lord. Behold as the clay is in the potters 
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. At 
what instant I shall speak concerning a nation and con- 
cerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
destroy it, if that nation against whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to 
do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concern- 
ing a nation and concerning a kingdom to huild and to plant 
it, if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then 
I will repent of the good wherewith I said I would benefit 
them ;' by Ezekiel, * Cast away from yo,u all your trans- 
gressions whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a new 
heart and a new spirit, for why will ye die, house of Israel ? 
For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith 
the Lord God, wherefore turn yourselves and live ye;' by 
Malachi, * Have we not all one Father ? Hath not one God 
created us?' by David, *The Lord is gracious and ftiU of 
compassion, slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord 
is good to all, and his tender mercies Are over all his works/ 
* And thou, Solomon, my son, know thou the God of thy 
father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
mind. For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts. If thou seek him. He 
will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake him. He will cast 
thee ofi" for ever:' with the will of God, as made known to the 
meek, to aU that labour and are heavy laden, to all that seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, in the sermon 
on the mount and other similar lessons; in the parables, 
those marvellous concentrations of much that in wisdom 
is mightiest, that in purity is loveliest; in all the equitable 
and merciful provisions of the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chr^t Jesus: in precise agreement with those <3onvictions of 
natural justice which are the basis of human society, and of 



106 THE ELECTION OF GRACE. 

all beneficial interoourBe with our fellow creatures : free from 
any imputation with respect to tribes on which the lamp of 
life never yet shed its beams, inasmuch as with God Mt is 
accepted according to that men have, and not according to 
that they have not:' open, in short, so far as our researches 
have gone, to no single objection: fiill of satisfaction and 
comfort to the piously disposed, to every man that worketh 
good, and by clear implication, of trouble and anguish to the 
ungodly, to every soul of man that worketh evil. 

Such is the conclusion to which the premises would 
appear to lead. All it asks for is, a candid and not over 
hasty consideration. If unfounded in God s word, be it 
thrown aside — ^not otherwise. He who has deduced it from 
the Scriptures has no desire to impose his inferences, unless 
through sober conviction, on any one. Others from the 
same, or from different texts, may honestly derive different 
opinions. If it be possible, *let every man be fiiUy per- 
suaded in his own mind.' The eternal records are in his 
hands. To them, and not to the surmises of any child of 
earth, be his attention in faith and prayer assiduously 
applied. Early education, deeply rivetted habits of thought, 
unperceived and unsuspected prejudices, exercise over most 
of us a bias scarcely to be resisted, and from which the present 
inquirer claims no exemption. This, however, he will say, 
with a confidence to which every succeeding year of a now 
protracted life gives new strength, that Christianity, under 
any form or denomination, is a benefit above aU price to 
every rmm who 'is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at God's word;' but as held aloft by the Divine 
Saviour, and his evangelists and apostles, is the sun of the 
mental and spiritual world, illuminating the gloomiest and 
fertiUzing the most barren regions, the only effectual remedy 
for the moral evils with which men have to contend — in its 
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own heavenly diction^ * the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth/ While * the dark places of the 
earth are (as they have ever been) fall of the habitations of 
cruelty/ the smallest ray of the pure light firom heaven, that 
came and stood over Bethlehem leading to the Redeemer, 
again appeared upon the holy mount, and yet again where 
on the day of Pentecost the Twelve, and those who com- 
panied with them, were all with one accord in one place, 
has proved the harbinger of love to God and man, and of 
unnumbered blessings following in its train; the day-spring 
from on high, to give light to them that sat in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide their feet into the way of 
peace; to perfect peace, which never faileth those whose 
minds are stayed on God amid the services and trials of the 
world that now is; and to a wider and nobler range of intel- 
lectual advancement and progressive felicity, when they shall 
be presented faultless before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, in the brighter world to come. 

My self-imposed task is done. Let me not be miscon- 
strued. The election of grace, as it existed in the Eternal 
Mind from the beginning, may have been absolute and inde- 
feasible : whether it is so or not, we have, according to the 
nearest insight allowed me into this mystery of the kingdom 
of heaven, no materials for forming a sure judgment. If 
this assumed fact cannot be scripturally controverted, it 
would seem that election, whatever it is in God, must be to 
man, in this his fifst stage of being, as to its final result, 
indeterminate; a choice not to salvation, but to the know- 
ledge and means of salvation, dependent, for its ultimate 
issue, on the use which he, with God's help, may make of 
the advantages imparted to him. All the great and pro- 
foundly interesting truths of Christianity commonly received 
— as that God is the righteous governor of the world; that 
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man is a sinner under a dispensation of mercy, free to do 
either good or evil, and therefore responsible for what he 
does; that God's grace works suflBciently in all to save them, 
if they resist it not, but is effective for salvation in those 
only who co-operate with it; that in short, if any are saved, 
they are saved by grace, and that all who perish, perish by 
their own fault — are with this view of election in perfect 
consistence. This is the view of election, as it affects man's 
condition and prospects, which appears, from the inquiry 
pursued, to have been revealed; this, the sole view of it with 
which we have any proper concern. The subject of our 
investigation has been treated, not as it is in God, which, in 
my persuasion, is to no mortal known, but as it is to us, the 
fountain of divine light, the source of all spiritual ai^ in 
time, the presage of acceptance in eternity. I have written 
as a man to men, my fellow creatures and fellow sinners, 
and have, in sincerity and pure affection, endeavoured to 
point out to them, through the mazes of a deeply involved 
question, the path to blessedness. How would it crown the 
whole, if any who truly call themselves Christians and elect 
of God, though hitherto at variance on this much vexed 
doctrine, should be led cordially to take their stand together 
on the neutral territory thus indicated, and to merge hence- 
forward their minor differences in considerate respect for 
the rights of conscience, mutual forbearance, and holy love ! 
With this fervent wish and prayer in the Sa^dour s name, the 
inquirer here brings his labours to a final close. 



THE END. 
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piled from Official Documents. By W . 0. S. 
OiLLT. With a Preface by Db. Gult, 
Canon of Durham. Second Edition. 7s. 6d. 

The Earth and Man; or. Physical 

Geography in Relation to the History of 
Mankind. Bv PbofbssoiC Guyot. Slightlv 
abridged^with Corrections and Notes. 2s.6a. 

DanTOr of Superficial Knowledge: 

A Lecture. By J. D. Fobbes, F.R.8., Pro- 
fessor of NMural Philosophy, Edinburgh. 
2s. 

Introductory Lectures delivered at 

Queen's CoJlege, London. 6s. 


TheSaint'sTra^y. ByC.KiNGSLEY, 

Rector of Everaley. Cheaper Edition. 2s. 

Justin Martyr, and other Poems. By 

R. C. Tbekch, B.D. Third Edition. 6s. 

Poems from Eastern Sources: Geno- 

veva and other Poems. By the same 
Author. Second Edition. 6b. 6d. 

Elegiac Poems. By the same author. 

Second Edition. 28. 6d. 

The Poems of Goethe. Translated 

in the original metres. By Ed gab A. 
BowBivo. Preceded by a ejcetch of the 
Author's Life. 7s. 6d. 

Schiller's Poems, Complete. Trans- 
lated by Edgab Alvbbd Bowbutq. 68. 

Poems. By George Meredith. 5s. 
Violenzia : a Tragedy. 3s. 6d. 


Chemistry of the Cirstal Palace : a 

Popidar Aocoimt of the Chemical Pro- 
perties of the Chief Materials employed 
m its Construction. By T. OamiTHS. 6s. 

Chemistry of the Pour Ancient Ele- 
ments. By the same. Second Edition. 
4s. 6d. 

Recreations in Chemistry. By the 

same. Second Edition, enlarged. 6b. 

B;ecreations in Physical Geography. 

By Miss B. M. Zobmlut. Fourth Edi- 
tion. 6s. 

World of Waters; or. Recreations 

in Hydrolo^. By the same Author. 
Seo<md Edition. 6s. 

Recreations in Geology. By the 

same Author. Third Edition. 4b. 6d. 

Recreations in A stronomy. By Rev. 

L.To]n.iirBOir,M.A. Third Edition. 4b. 6d. 


Hypatia ; or. New Eoes with an Old 

Face. By C. Eik gbiiBT, Rector of Eversley. 
Two YolumeB. Octavo. 18b. 

Digby Grand; an Autobiography. 

By G. J. Whttb Meltillb. Two volumes. 
Post Octavo. 18s. 

Jesuit Executorship; or, Passa^ 

in the Life of a Seoeder from Romaniam. 
Two TolnmeB. Post Octavo. 18b. 

Yeast : a Problem. By C. Kingslet, 

Rector of Eversl^. Cheaper Edition. 6b. 

The Upper Ten Thousand : Sketches 

of American Society. By A Nbw Yoxkbb. 
6b. 

The Heir of Redclyffe. By the 

Author of Semrietta'a Wish, &e. Third 
Edition. Two y<dumee. 128. 
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Brampton Rectory ; ot, the Lesson 

ofLue. Second Edition. 8b. 6d. 

Compton Merivale; another Leaf 

from the Lesson of Life. Bj the Author 
of Brampton Rectory. Ss. 6d. 

The Cardinal Yirtnes; or, Morals 

and Manners Connected. Bj Habsibttb 
Cahpbbll. Two Yolomes. 78. 

The City of God; a Vision of the 

Fast, the Present, and the Future. By E. 
BuDGB, Eector of Bratton. 8b. 6d. 

The Merchant and the Friar; or, 

Truths and Fictions of the Middle Ages. 
By Sir F. Pal&]u.yb. Second Edition. Ss. 

Chronicles of the Seasons ; a Course 

of Daily Instruction and Amusement, se- 
lected from the Natural History, Science, 
Art, Antiquities, and Biography of our 
Fatherland. In Four Books, 3s. 6d. each. 



Crusaders; Scenes, Events, and Cha- 
racters from the Times of the Crusades. 
By T. Kbightlbt. 7s. 

The Lord and the Vassal; a Familiar 

Exposition of the Feudal System. 2s. 

French Revolution ; its Causes and 

Consequences. By F. M. Eowak. 3s. 6d. 

Labaume's History of Napoleon's 

Inyasion of Eussia. 2s. 6d. 

Historical Sketch of the British 

Army. By G-. E. Olbig, M.A., Chaplain- 
General to the Forces. 3s. 6d. 

Family History of England. By the 

same Author. With numerous Illustra- 
tions. Three Volumes. 6a. 6d. each. 

Familiar History of Birds. By E. 

Stawlbt, D.D., Bishop of Norwich. Fifth 
Edition, with numerous Illustrations. 5s. 

Domesticated Animals. By Maey 

Eobbbtb. 3s. 6d. 

Wild Animals. By the same. 3s. 6d. 
Amusements in Chess. By C. Tom- 

LIKSOB'. 4b. 6d. 

Musical History, Biography, and 

Criticism. By Gbobgb Hogabth. Two 
Volumes. 10s. 6d. 



Ullmann's Gregory of Nazianzum. 

A Contribution to the Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of the Fourth Centuiy. Translated 
by G. V. Cox, M.A. 68. 



Neander's Julian the Apostate and 

his Generation: an Historical Picture. 
Translated by G. V. Cox, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

Dahlmann's Life of Herodotus, 

drawn out from his Book. With Notes. 
Translated by G. V. Cox, M.A. 6s. 



Student's Manual of Ancient His- 
tory. By W. CooKB TAYI.OB, LL.D. Fifth 
Edition. 10s. 6d. 

Student's Manual of Modem His- 
tory. By the same Author. Fifth Edi- 
tion, wiw New Supplementary Chapter. 
10s. 6d. 

History of Mohammedanism. Cheaper 

Edition. By the same Author. 4s. 

History of Christianity. By the same 

Author. 6s. 6d. 

Analysis of Grecian History. By 

Bawsov W. Turveb, M.A., Head Master 
of the Eoyal Institution, LiverpooL 2s. 

Analysis of B>oman History. By the 

same Author. 2s. 

Analysis of English and of French 

History. By the same Author. Second 
Edition. 2s. 



The Holy City; Historical, Topo- 
graphical, and Antiquarian Notices of 
Jerusalem. By G. Wflliams, B.D., Fellow 
of King's College, Cambridge. Second 
Edition, with numerous Illustrations and 
Additions, and a Flan of Jerusalem. Two 
large Volumes. £2 6s. 

History of the Holy Sepulchre. By 

Frofbssob Willis. Eeprmted from Wil- 
liams's ' Holy City.' With Illustrations. 9s. 

Plan of Jerusalem, from the Ord- 
nance Survey. With a Memoir. Eeprinted 
from Williams's 'Holy City.' 9s.; or, 
mounted on rollers, 18s. 

Three Weeks in Palestine and 

Lebanon. By a Clbbgyicait. Cheaper 
Edition. 2s. 

Notes on German Churches. By Dr. 

Whbwbll. Third Edition. 12s. 

The Six Colonies of New Zealand. 

By W. Fox. 3s. With large Map. 4a. 6d. 

Handbook for New Zealand. For the 

Use of Intending Colonists. 6s. 

Yiew of the Art of Colonization. By 

E. Gibbon Wakbfibld. Octavo. 128. 

Travels in the Track of the Ten 

Thousand Ghreeks; a Gco^nraphical and 
Bescriptiye Account of the lhq>edition of 
Cyrus. By W. F. Aikswobth. 7s. 6d. 



